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'T nov had, I prefume, caſt thine eye over the ti- 
tle page, thou haſt ſeen at the bottom the writer's name; 
with what ſenſations, thou art the beſt able to judge. If 
thou art one of the few who have, from principle, felt an 

* affection for the writer, thou wilt read with-pleature what 


, 
* 
e 


the following pages contain; if chou art one of the many 
who have been accuſtomed to think of the writer with pre- 
judice, thou wilt, if thou readeſt any farther, read with 
pain: But whatever thy feelings may be; they never ſhould 
have been brought into exerciſe in 250 way, if the publica - 
tion of the following pages had not been earneſtly ſolicited 
by friends, who from duty, and inclination, I was impelled 
to oblige; chis, though thou mayeſt not de diſpoſed to be- 
Hive, the friends I adꝗ vert to, can ſet their ſeal to the truth 
of. I do not, however, urge this as an ExcvsE for give 
ing the public—45 many of them as may feel diſpoſed to 
read what I have writtet -an account of what God has done 
Jr ibeir ſouls My only reaſon for not doing this often- 
er, ariſes from che conſclouſneſs of not being able to do 


that jos: to the cabjea, which fuck A ſubje&t SY 
If thou art a chriftian reader, thou art a lover of God and 
man, from thee, therefore, I have nothing to fear 


* love thinketh no evil; if thou art not from thee I have 
nothing to hope and am prepared for what my divine 


maſter has taught me to expect. If thou readeſt for the 


purpoſe of finding ſomething to cegſure, in the manner 
thou mayeſt find ample gratification z for, truth to ſay, 
I am not much in the habit of 0 with my bre- 
thnen in this way. But, admitting the ſcriptures to be a 
divine revelation, which I do moſt religioully believe they 
are; reſpecting the matter contained in the following 
pages, I haye leſs to fear from thy criticiſms. If thou re- 
jecteſt what the voice from heaven hath declared, thou re · 
jecteſt the council of God againſt thyſelf : What then has 
the humble relater of theſe divine teſtimonics to ex- | 
pect aa thee anc) Bk My worſe. 


Ws 1 . | As 4 
4 N but three Ss of anti > calle fncere en- 


 quirers after divine truth, who will greatly rejoice when 

they f find it z let them find it where they may. Envious 

; oppoſers, who. hate. to come unto: the light, and. who will 

not believe, though God and man ſhould declare it unto 

them m;—Andindifterent perſons who care for none of theſc 

” things.—Reafger, to which of theſe. claſſes doſt thou be · 
5 long ? If to the firſt, we will rejoice together, | for we have 

found him of whom Moſes and che Prophets ſpake ; the 

- Ebxiſt, the Sayigur of the world — che SEED —in whom all 

„ | 


0 families of the earth ſhall be bleſſed.—If to the . 
T ec 


mend thee to him to whom thou properly belongeſt : 


who® aving conquered Death and the Devil, is able to con- 


quer thee alſo, and make thee willing to receive the truth 
in the love of it, in the day of his power. If thou belong- 


eſt to the laſt elaſs, thou wilt, probably, rapidly run over 


the following pages, wherever thou may chance to find 
them; and laying them down, if thou ſhould happen to be in 
company —aſk what news? But, whoever thou art, reflect 


if chou canſt, for a moment take up the book - for any 


thing thou knoweſt, the matter contained therein may be 
true thou certainly cannot ſay it is not; if it is not, tho 


certainly can never be able to find any thing that is. One | 
ching even thou wilt readily believe, that thou muſt ſurely 


die;; would it not be worth thy while to find out, if poſſi- 
ble, whether death would be a loſs or gain to thee; at 
leaſt it might be worth thy while to determine the poſſibil- 


ity of aſcertaining this matter; for a ſtate of ſuſpence, 


muſt be even to thee a ſtate of uneaſineſs. But thou may 
be at preſent unconſcious of thy ſtate, and thinking thyſelf 
whole, conceive thou needeſt no phyũcian; ſhould this be 
the caſe, we muſt leave thee to the Father of thy ſpirit who 
is acquainted with thy condition, and whe will not act to- 
wards thee according to =y folly, but nccording to his own 
Wilen. 
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1 KNOW not which chou art. 1 ſhould 00 
3 but vhecher the former, or the latter, I beg leave, 
or take leave, to inform thee, that, having converſed with 
then the cloſe of the laſt period, my attention was ar- 


lreſteu by a viſiting friend, who was no ſooner ſeated, than 
the following converſation began's which you are welcome 


40 1 or turn Tm as you ſee fit. 


VU# 


2 eee wen, lo you «loco B favor us TY the pub- 
Beation of the manuſcript you were requeſted to publiſh ? 


© Luthor, | 1 think I mal, hough I confeſs to you I had 


7 \ rather not. 1 


r * Wr agar hd 0 2 


„ifa dai 


| {mY I "UM many: Ae g 3 doubt reſ- 


pechiog the truth of the doctrines therein nen are 
* them. 1 + ans 2 47 9 157 


Friend. Well, I mall not urge vou to cel your reaſons, 
but I confeſs I do not much wonder at your having ſome 
reluctance in adding to che number of Publications on reli- 
gious ſubjects, when you conſider the fate of che beft that 
have iſued from the preſs, preceding ow 's. 


n 0316; Tim: Free to own, is one of my reaſons, 
. Tory gl Mrs ſuch ſubjects are to divine truth, the leſs 
chance 
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gt wo; 7 bogs SF de A i 15 


A 5 of celebrity; eee iy „ A8. — not pet 


learned the ſcience, of refuſal, I am n 0 


made mall be complied with. 


„ 1 will, draw out ſome 
ſevere reflections; you will be attacked with violence by: : 


the unbelievers of the done, 


e 1 Corte it. Profeliors in 3 e 


ſuch of them as could appear in print, have more know- 


ledge of human nature, and leſs zeal, than perſons of chat 
deſcription formerly had, : 

Friend. I am afraid you will make ſame 2 people 
unhappy, who may not think as you do. 


father, Te may be ſo, and if ſo, I ſhould be ſorry for 
it; itis not oY intention to Knead pain to 1 individual. | 

| Friend; You 3 Jo Fs my enemies in tlie de. 
ligious. world: 


Author. 80 had my ſuperiours. Paul had many ene- 


mies, and ſome of ther de vout and honorable women, were 


ſtirred up agaioſt him. If I have the honor to tread in his 


ſteps, I muſt expect to ſhare N - of the ſame treats 
ment. ws F 


- Friend: Don? ho nk b Wola NG — 
wholly to have omitted, the latter part of you diſcourſe: = 
„ | A 


ys 


4 


Auer. 17 1 bad, 1 certainly ſhould Hons: ks . 
W as "the matter there contained, is found in the Bible, 
and as many of the oppoſers of the truth of God,” have 
been taught to think ſuch paſſages as thoſe found in 75% 
falonians and Hebrews, tend to weaken the authority of the 

truth delivercd:to the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles; 

and as there can be no dependance on a teſtimony which 
contradicts itſelf, I thought it beſt to introduce theſe paſſag- 
es, in order to ſhew-that, even in the very letter of theſe 


paſſages, there is nothing to ſtagger the faith of the belicver 
of the truth, which Jehovah 9 and which Abrahams | 
| * and mend believed. | | 


Friend. Tam afraid Wind people will ay your argu 
ments there are evaſive. - 


. 1 am not afraid APY any peels TR has ſenſe 
enough to ſee, and honeſty enough to own what they ſee, * 
1 vin think, or ſay ſo. I have tenaciouſly adhered to the 
very, letter of God's word, and we have no other certain 

” rule to go gs 1 gfe 0 


| Friend. 1 40 you think 1 e will 1 vodertand. 
| : you there 7 ho : 5 # af Sg , 7 5 5 | Fog N42 4 


Y o 


2 7 It is 8 of ay fault if they do not. 1 have 
ſpoken with as much plainneſs as I am able, It is not in | 
peer to give my readers, or hearers; umderflandig. | 
I ein Nen ha God's.trath.z, this 1 have done with ab 
much 


2 


much clearneſs as Lam able 3 it belongs to God alone to 
vive underſtanding; RE 5 e 


Friend. Some people think ſuch ſubjects as theſe, ſhould 
never be brought into public view; no, not even if 1 
were true. 


So thought the Jews, and many others; ever 
fince- their firſt publication; but God's thoughts are not 


Author. 


us their thoughts, elſe they never would have been 225 * 


Lſhed. 


* nl 


Friend, There ave many liberal minded men in the 


preſent day, who carefully avoid every doctrine that has 


ever been a ſubject of diſpute. 


Author. They are wiſe and prudent, from ſuch, the 8a. 


viour thanked the Father many things were hid. If the 
things which make for their peace; are hid from their eyes; 
it is not to be wondered if they ſay nothing about them; if 
they believe, but profeſs it not openly, it is becauſe - they 
love. the praiſe of ns more than the praiſe of God. 


Friend, You have often WY it obſerred, that he that 5 
believerh ſhall be 2 and be that believeth oot hal hs | 


damned; 


- 


Author. And T al ways believed this—but always th 5 gbt 
if this was the caſe, there was ſomething true before believa 
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ing, and, on enquiring, I find it is the truth preached to 


Abraham, i in which is contained the great Salvation, that 


ſaves from Dark, which was the Wages of fin. 


apriend. But, will it not be thought that Salvation is 


8 the conſequence of belicving, ſince it is ſaid, he that believ- 


eth ſhall be ſaved ? 


Author. It will be juſtly thought ſo, inaſmuch as there 


are many things the believer is ſaved n, which che unbe · 


liever i is not ſaved from. 


Friend: Which be they ? 


/ 


Aurber. Firſt, he that believeth is 3 from condemu- 


| ation, or, as our tranſlation has rendered! it, Damnation. 


Secondly, from s HAM E, for he that believeth ſhall ien 


5 be a/bamed world without end., T hirdly, from. labour, for 
be that believeth enteretk into ref and ceaſeth from his 
wn works, as God did from his. Fourthly, from Aer lait. 

| ty, for he F that, believeth hath. the witneſs in himſelf 
and need not that any man ſhould teach him. Fifth» 


ly, he that believeth is ſaved from tormenting fear, for, in 


ſtead of the ſpirit of bondage again to fear, they have receiv - 


ed the Spirit of adoption, whereby they cry Abba Father. 


Friend. How long does this ſalvation continue ? 


| believer continues to believe, 


Huber. As long as t 


| for, now are * reg ſaith the Apoſtle, if ye keep in memo» 


ry 


ry what ye wink heard; for, ales and the falvation 
nn, e is, as cauſe and effect. 


| Friend, How Lone will the ſalvation of God, begun, 


earried on, and finiſhed by the Saviour of all men, con 


tiaue ? 


Author. As long as the author and finiſher of this ſal- 


vation, in whom, all the families of the earth ſhall be 


bleſſed, 


Fehend. But what muſt be the condition of them who 
dic in unbelicf ? 


Huthor. They muſt, for any thing we know to the 
- gontrary, remain in the ſtate in which they leave the bedy, 
till the day of the Lord, when, whatſoever is hid in our 
day, ſhall be made manifeſt, and, as it ts they ſhall 
be all taught of God. 5 


Friend. But what vill be the condition of 0 deren 
Gets a that e ? 


Author, I cannot tell, but I ſhould ſuppoſe that as death 
leaves us, judgment will find us, and that preciſely in the 
ſame condition the ſoul leaves the body, it will remain till 
the judgment of the great day. 
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Friend. 
e 


e 4 > — 


nnn. 


222 


K a am on 
2 


Friend. A what can the e by for, if Fe eſus is "a 
Sayiour of all men? 


Author. That eyery mouth may be ſtopped, and all the 
world may be convicted of their guilt before God, that they 
may ſee and feet, how much they arg indebted to the Saviour. 


Friend. Will it not be thought ſtrange you have ſaid ſo 
heile about good works, which is profeſſedly profitably 
unto men ? 


Sailor, They vight tek 36 wander, when they conſis 
er my ſubject led me to the conſideratien of what God had 
* in the WED, and 920 only. 


© Friend. 1 have bern aſked by ſundry perſons, how RK 
dome to paſs chat you dete ig ſo little of the ok | 
: of the W 


! f 
* 
| 


1 Autbor. Should you ever be queſtioned on this head 
_ again, inform the interrogator, that I Eœο . but ONE really 
good—/piritually ſo—and that is God. That I think of the 
goodneſs of the Exeature, as the Prophet thought of Ephraim's 
goodnefs, even as the morning cloud, and 'the early Mew, 
which paſſeth away! 3 that I think the beſt of them who are cal- 
Jed good, as the Prophet thought of perſons of that deſcrip. 
tion in his day,when he ſaid,“ The beſt of them is a brier, the | 
moſt upright i is ſharper than à thorn hedge,” Tell them that 
To of my own, and of OR righteouſueſs of all God's 


” — mn, | 2 


people in themſelves, as filthy rags, and laſtly, That as there 

are ſo many who talk of nothing elſe bur creature goodneſs, 

| a few individuals in the preſent day, may be excuſed, if 

they ſhould adhere to the apoſtolic determination, to know 
nothing amongſt the people, but Chriſt and him crucified. 4 


Friend. But you believe that every one that believes will 
he careful to maintain good works? 


Author. I believe they ought, and that it will be as much 
their intergſ as their duty ſo to do, but, if it was the natu- 
al conſequence of belityiog, why fhould the apoſtle be ſo 
YOu in net ae that have believed to do ſo? 


Friend. Is it not ſaid that whatſoever a man Rink | 
chat ſhall he alſo reap ? 


| 


Author. Aſſuredly they ſhall, bal it would be very un- 
reaſonable to expect that, when we had ſowed in one field, 
we ſhould reap in another. It has been very juſtly obſeryed 12 
that virtue is its own reward,' and that the way of the trans ; 

greſſor is hard. | 


Friend. It has been frequently urged apainft fuch dock 
trines as you are a promulgator of, that Wer make it a very 


easy matter to 98 to heaven. 


Author. To wit is, to the Saviour it was not, he alk 
w under that law which none of our Fathers were able 
e hear — dia. and ſuffered, more than any other amongſt 


nen | 


4 pM 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


men or angels ever could · - but having redeemed us 1 
the curſe of the Law, and reconciled us to God by his 
Blood, he now calls on us to take bis yoke upon us, which 


* eaſy, and bis bare. wach is tight. 
4 


Friend. But, you will n che ſcriptures a- 
bound with threatenings to the difobedient, What are we 
to think of theſe ? ; 


Author. We ought to think of them as the teſtimonies 


- of the true Gad, delivered in the character of a L awgiver, 


or, in the character of a Saviour; if in the former, which 
is generally the caſe, we ought to believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
in the character of every man's head, has ſuffered, even to 7 
death, for the unjuſt, to bring them to God ; if in che lat- 
ter character ·L the Saviour -e ought to think they are 
intended for good; and, on whomſoever they are execut- : 
ed, the exerciſed thereby, will finally be obliged to ban, It 
was gaod for me that I way, afflicted. | 


3 It has been repeatedly obſerved that no doArine 
can be of God that don't tend to che promotion of piety, 
religion and morality, _ 


"Author. The SURE 15 1 ide: can Leia ta 


God in this way, but what originated with him. But it 
has been very juſtly obſerved, there can be no true piety, 


. * n n _ love of 


| 5 


 Tecdom: $ | ee 


God ; we therefore hear the celebrated Dr. Younc, au- 
thor of Night Thoughts, ſaying = 
4e Talk they of morals, O thou bleeding love, 
Thou teacher of new morals to mankind 
„The grand morality is love of hee.“ 


Friend. But, it is ſaid, If the doctrine you are going 


to publiſh ſhould be believed, the believer not baving any - 


more —_— would have no —_— to urge him to obey. 


Author, This will be ſaid by none but them who think 


the obedience reſulting from fear is more pleafing to God, 
than the obedience produced by faith and love, but the Be- 


 kever of the Goſpel will be more likely to ſerve God effet. 


tually without fear, | LD 


| Friend. But i it is often faid that many who prof 5 to bes 


| lieve, do not ſerve God in "Oe way. 


wp If this was true it would not follow that the does 
trine believed was falſe, if this was the caſe no doctrine 

would be true there are more ſervants of fin amongſt 
them who profeſs to believe che doctrines and traditions of 


men, than amongſt the believers of the Goſpel of God 
preached unto Abraham==but again, there are many who 
profe e/s to believe, that never knew any thing of the matter— 


every real believer, that is, every one who being taught of 


+.” 


God, believes with the heart—t! T ks the ſervice of God a 
delight—they think the vie of their Saviour perfe 
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=, On the #hole, we coticeive that nothing can ſo effectual- 
ly tend to promote the only obedience which can be at- 
ceptable to the Creator, Preſerver, and Redeemer. of men j 
as a firm unwavering aſſurance of the unchanging love of 
"" God to us, and the refidue of the human race. There- 
fore we hear the ſpirit ſaying “ If God ſo loved us; 
5 ought we not alſo to love one another.” Hence we hear 
our Saviour laying A new commandment 1 give untq 
you, that ye love one another. Love, either in God, or 
man, thinketh no evil —it worketh no evil it ſuffereth 
long, and is kind — and, whatever unbelievers may ſay, we 
are happy in the aſſurance, that the beſt examples we find 
on record of true hieiy, we find among the advocates. for 
the goſpel we have the happineſs to believe; And; as far 
as we are able to judge of ourſelves, we have no other ob- 
ject in view in the publication of the following pages, than 
dur faithful Creator had in bringing us into being that is 
his glory and our good. « Man's chief end, is to gloriff 
God and enjoy him forever,” That this end may be final- 
ly anſwered we devou tly pray—and believing the Creator 
the Judge. the Lawgiver the Saviour, to be the me 06 
pray in faith nothing doubting—anticipating with ineffa- 
ble delight the approaching period, when we, with every 
creature in beaven, on earth, and under the earth, and in 
the ſea, and all of them, {hall aſcribe unto the only wiſe 
God our Saviour—Blclling, and honor, and powers and 
| dominion, forever and e eyer | | | 
; 7 Reader —My viſitiog friend having 3 left we with bis 
| . wiſhes, with my beſt wiſhes I take leave of thee. 


* 
5 Amen. 
4 1 : 
7 41944] 
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© GENESIS, Kili, 14. 


AND THY SEED SHALL BE AS THE DUST 0 7 THE 
EARTH, AND THOU SHALT SPREAD ABROAD 10 


THE EST. AND TO THE EAST, AVD 70 THE 
NORTH, 4ND TO THE SOUTH, AND IN THEE AND 


TN THY SEED, SHALL ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE 


EARTH BE BLESSED; 


. dend to this wandering exite bn a "formes 


occaſion, we beheld him in an open field, with no 
bed but the karte pillow but the ſtones found there- 


ut the heavens :—But we found he 
could fleep very comfortably in fuch circumſtances, not- 


wichſtanding, and be greatly bleſſed with the viſions of 


God. The | ſacred hiſtorian infarms us; he dreamed a 


* 


. 
. ——— 


EY 


fore his mind's eye, a lad; 
der ſet upon the earth, and the top of it reached un to hens 


ven, On this ladder the fleeping Patriarch beheld th Sg 1 * 
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gels of God, aſcending and deſcending ad behold, the 
Lord, the Jehovah ſtood above i it, and ſaid, I am the 
Tord God of Abraham thy Father, and the God of Iſaac, 


the land whereon thou lieſt, to thee will 1 ges it, N to 


thy ſeed.!. 


Thus much we found contained in the royal grant reſ- 


petting a temporal, and temporary inheritance. But in 


the ſubject before us, we hear the voice from heaven uttered | 


by the Jehovah, that ſtood above the ladder declaring, that 
the ſeed of this Patriarch, ſhould be as the duſt of the 
earth. This figure ofſpecch no doubt points out the innu- 
merable multitudes, that ſhould ſpring from this favored 
Rock : this figure was uſed by the ſame gracious Being, 
when he preached the Goſpel to the grand father of this 
youth, but there he. added another moſt glorious figur 2 — 
Having turned the Patriarch's attention to the earth, and, 
in effect, declaring it as impoſſible to number the individu- 


als that ſhould ſpring from bim, as the particles of which 


it was compoled—and, having, by fixing the Patriarch's at- 
tention to the earth, led him to conſider the origin of the 
duſty part of his ſeed, as of the earth garthy—he then turn» 
ed his attention to the heavens, directing him to view the 
ſtars, and ſaid unto him, fo ſhall thy feed be —accordingly 
we hear an Apoſtle, under the influence of the ſpirit of him, 
who ſpoke to "Abraham and Jacob, declaring, as one 
ther ſtar in glory ſo ſhall be 
the reſurrection of the dead— thus, the feed how diſhonor- 


| * le and corruptible ſot ver it it may have Bo while bear · 


118 


ing the image of the carthy, ſhall, in its reſurrection ſtate, 


be honorable, incorruptible and glorious, bearing no more 
the image of the earthy, but forever after bearing the im- 
age of the heavenly; ſo that even the vile body ſhould be 
changed, and, acording to the mighty working whereby the 
Almighty God, is able to ſubdue all things unte himſelf, be 
faſhioned like unto the glorious body of the ſon of God. 


Jehovah, ſpeaking to the ſpirit of the ſleeping Patriarch, 


informed him, that his feed ſhould ſpread abroad to the Mm 


welt, originating in the eaſt, they ſhould return to the eaſt 
again, for they ſhould ſpread abroad to the eaſi—they 
ſhould ſpread abroad to the north, and to the ſouth, ſo that 
the ſced ſhould be found in every direction; when we look 
to the eaſt, they are there; when we turn to the weſt, behold 
they are there alſo—the nothern regions are inhabited by 
them, and they poſſeſs, by the favor of their covenant 
God, the ſouthern territory—ſo that inthe gathering togeth- 
er the ſeed from the four winds, the bleſſed, bleſſing God, 
ſhall ſay to the north give up, and to the ſcath keep not 
back ; for thus ſaith the Lord, fear not, I will bring thy ſeed 
from the eaſt, and gather thee from the weft; I will fay to 
the north give up and to the ſouth keep not | back; bring 
my ſons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the 
carth—ye, even the blind and the deaf ſhall be brought 
forth, conſequently, that part of the ſeed that had been 
blinded, and therefore could not /e the things which made 


far * e cars had been ſtoped, ſo that they 


7 could 
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could not hear the words of grace and truth—yet God 
ſhall bring them into the light, and they ſhall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, for the Redeemer ſball come to Zion, and 
turn away ungodlineſe from Jacob, and ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved. 


Thus far have we been indulged with the privilege of 
hearing the voice of Jehovah confirming the Covenant to Ja- 
cob, reſpecting his ſeed—blefſed are che people who are thus 
dhe objects of divine affection, thrice bleſſed are the people 
= whoſe God is the Lord. But is the Jehovah, who ſpake 
from above the ladder to the Patriarch, the God of the Jews 
only ? nay, but of the Gentiles alſo ; the God of the whole 
earth, ſaid the evangelic Prophet, ſhall he be called, 
and bleſſed be the God of the whole earth, in con- 
firming the Covenant to Jacob, he was not unmind- 
ful of uc, but, having ſaid ſo much before reſpecting 
Bis ſeed, he adds in the cloſe of our ſubject— And in thee, 
end in thy ſeed, ſball all the families of the earth be Bleſſed. 

8 | EF is 
As this, of all other ſubjects, is to us, and to all the fam- 
lies of the earth, of the moſt importance; whether we con- 
fider the character of the ſpeaker, the character ſpoken to, 
or the characters ſpoken of—we ſhall conſider this ſequelof 
| our ſubject, with peculiar attention, in the following order, 


Firſt.— The SEED. 
| Secondiy— What this. SEED ſhall eig 


Thirdiy— What ſhall be the portion of the contained 
dual cloſe with ſome obſervations on the whole, | 


And 


Untverfaliſm Uindicated. 1 
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And firſt—the Seed; Though we have ſeen from the 
figures made uſe of, that the ſeed cannot be numbered— 


yet, in ſundry parts of divine revelation we are led to the 
contemplation of the ſced of whom Moſes and the prophets 
ſpake from the beginning, ſo that, no ſooner did the ſer- 
Pome beguile our general mother, than we hear of the ſeed 
as the bruiſer of the ſerpent's head. Search the ſcrip- 
tures, ſaith our Divine Maſter, hey teſtify, faith he, of me. 


But in no part of divine revelation does the Spirit teſtify ® 


more clearly of the Saviour, than under zh:s character; 
and that, in his place we are led to fee Jeſus, in an eſpecial 
manner exhibited, is clear from the apoſtlc, who, ſpeaking 
of the goſpel preached unto Abraham, faith, ** To Abra- 
ham and his /zed the promiſes were made—not nato ſeeds 


as of many, but unto thy ſed, which is Chriſt,” 


Though the ſecd of Jacob, in their individual capacity, 

were for number as the ſands of the ſea—yer, we Gag 
them, as collected in the Shilo, unto whom the gathering 
of the people ſhould be, exhibited in the ſngular character, 
* in them, and thou in me, that we may be perfect in 
ene. In thee, and in thy /zed,” &c. The name this patri- 
arch was deſtined to bear was Iſrael hence his deſcend- 
ants are denominated the children of Iſrael ; 3 but this 
name is, by the royal 1 applied to Jeſus—ſpeaking 
in the character of the NMetiah, we hear him ſaying, Many 
a time bave they affiied me from my youth, ( may Iſrael now © 
fay et have they not prevailed againſt me—the plonghens 
* pon n 9 made long their furrqws. 
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en the Menace in which-ve think we have eter= 


nal life, very clearly teſtify of Jeſus, as the only life of the 
world in general, or of any individual in it—though his 
character, as containing in himſelf all fulneſs, is in every 
part of revelation plainly manifeſted—yet the queſtion, 
. What think you of Chriſt ? was never more pertinent than 
at preſent, eſpecially when we confider there are ſo many 
| _ falſe Chriſts in the world, who have deceived many. We 
* * are taught to believe, the ſcriptures are the only rule given 
| for our direction; but as they teſtify of Chriſt, and, as it 
is in him they all conſiſt, they can be of little uſe to us, ex- 


cept they lead us into an acquaintance with him, whom te 
Inctu is life eternal. The apoſtle was ſo ſenſible of this, 
that he determined. to know nothing among the Corinthi- 


ans but CHRIST, and him crucified—accordingly, though | 
none of the apoſtles attended more to the ſcriptures, yet he 

made uſe of them prineipally for the purpoſe of manifeſt- 
ing Jeſus, of whom Moſes and the prophets ſpake, who 

died for the fins of the people, according to the feriptures—and, , 
as peace, and reſt, and deliverance from condemnation, | 
with many other advantages, are dependent on, and con- 
nected with, believing in Jeſus Chriſt; and, as we cannot 
believe in him of whom we have not heard, it is of the laſt 
importance that we attend to the voice that teſtifies of him, 
-ln attending to this voice from heaven, we ſhall find, that 
in him a// fulneſs d welt. in his human character, the fulne/5 
of the human nature in his divine character, the fulneſs 


—— — —__— — 
— — — 


* the divine nature: in the former he is the ſeed, how 
multiplied |. 


8 
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multiplied ſoever. In this ſeed dwelt all the fulneſs of the 
| Godhead, fo that he is the only wiſe God, and the Saviour 
of the world-—he is the ſecond Adam, and the Lord from 


heaven. 


- 


But we come in the next place to conſfider—Secondly, 


What this ſeed contains. The ſeriptures declare that the 
firſt Adam was a figure of the ſecond—it is therefore, the * 


Lord from heaven bears the name of Adam. Adam was 


DOT on, 


conſidered by the writers of revelation in a public, not a 
private character, and not only acting for his poſterity, but 
containing in himſelf their fulneſs. This truth appears ; 
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generally acknowledged, inaſmuch as we frequently hear, 


I Ge Ara 


that in Adam all die—nar do we find that zh: truth is 


— — 


8 


called in queſtion by many who deny, that in the ſecond 
Adam all are made alive but whatever we ſee in the g- 
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ure, we have a right to expect in the ſubſtance, elſe we 
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could not diſcover any juſtice in the figure, according to 


—— — 
. © 
A 
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the plan in infinite wiſdom laid. But that Adam contain- 1 
ed in himſelf the fulneſs of human nature, is clear from the I | 
death, which, conſequent on his tranſgreſſion, paſſed upon 2 | 
ll men. If it ſhould be ſaid, that death paſſed upon all 1 ö 
men, in conſequence of all men ſinning, we anſwer, It does | if 
not appear from divine revelation, that the deſcendants of 284 
Adam would have finned, if their father had not beſides, 1 


we find death paſſing on them, who had not, in their own | 


perſons, ſnned according to the ſimilitudę of Adam's tranſ- i a 
+ 87 effions 3 TED | 5 ke | * If 


? 


But 


But, it 1. not in Fl figure only, we ſee Jeſus—in a very 
great variety of figures, we ſee Jeſus manifeſted, as contain= 
ing in himſelf, the individuals which conſtitute his fulneſs; 
as, the one river, compoſed of innumerable drops of wa- 
ter—the one zree, compoſed of N branches — the 
one temple, containing an infinite variety of materials the 
one bread, compoſed of 3 grains of wheat. 
* What, faith the apoſtle, is the bead we break, is it not 
the communion of the body of Chriſt ? But what is a com- 
munion, but a gathering together, ſo that the people be- ä 
ing, like Ins of wheat that repreſented them, many 


collected in the ſeed, my one in Chriſt, or the fulneſs of 
his r | | | 8 
Bar, beſide the many farting figures, ace uſe of by 
the Spirte of God, to illuſtrate the truth of—and as it is in | 
Chriſt Jeſus, which, for brevity ſake, . we are obliged to 
paſs over—there are many plain, clear, poſitive portions 
of divine teſtimony, which directly lead the mind of the 
+ honeſt enquirer, to the knowledge of the truth, ar it it in 
5 Jeſus, as, It pleaſed the Father that in him (Jeſus) the ſeed, 
' all fulneſs ſhould dwell.—God hath appointed a day, in 
the which he would gather // things into eone.—Of him 
(che Jehovah) are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, Accepted in the be- 
loved, complete in him. We are his workmanſhip, creas 
ted in Chriſt Jeſus. —For he is our peace, who bath made 
both ane. For to make in himſelf of twain one new man, 
and that he may reconcile both” in ene Body. In whont | 


1 
1 


8 e | | (Jeſus) 
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(Jeſus) all the building ( aot buildings) fitly framed together, 
(not aſunder) groweth into an holy temple (not temples) in 
the Lord; in whom you alſo are builded together, for an 
habitation, (not habitations) according as he (the Jehovah) 
hath choſen us in him, Jeſus. —/z whom we have redemp- 


tion, in whom alſo we have obtained an inheritance. 


Jeſus having, by the grace of God, taſted death for eyery 
man, and being, by the power of the divine nature, raiſed 
from the dead, aſcended in the ſame nature in which he 


deſcended—and we are now taught to donde this nature; 


thus raiſed, and ſeated at the right hand of the Majeſty on 
high, as the next in dignity to the divine nature; ſo as to be 
as much one with the divine nature, as the ſoul of any in- 
dividual of the human kind, is with the body it inhabits. 


The head of every man is thus raiſed far above all princi- 


palities, and powers, and might, and dominjon, and every 


name that is named, not only in hi world, but alſo in that 
which is to come. God hath put all things under his feet, 


and gave him to be the head over all things to the church; 


(the called out) which is his body, (not bodies) the fulneſs of 
him, that filleth all in all. Accordingly the apoſtle, or 
rather the ſpirit, ſpeaking by the apoſtle, informed the peo= 
ple, informs us, that, Though we were dead in treſpaſſes 


and fins, yet, God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 


wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in ſins; 


hath quickened us together with Chriſt, and hath raiſed up 


us together, and made us fit together in heavenly places 


e „„ Chriſt 
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in Chriſt Jeſus—that in the ages to come, he might ſhew 


the exggcding riches of his grace. 


* 


is called grace; but it is not the riches of God's grace, che 


exceeding riches of God's grace, which is abundantly diſplayed 
in the accompliſhment of his cternal purpoſes, purpoſed in 


himſelf, in Chriſt Jeſus, ad} in which the power, and the 
glory, are all bis own, The great love wherewith God loved 
the world, is manifeſted in the gift of the Son. Cod fo 
loved the world, be gave them his Son: But this was not 


a ſolitary proof of divine affeftion—for if God ſpared not 


his own Son, but delivered him up to death for us all, ſhall 
he not with him alſo, freely give us all things; wben we are 
aſſured that the Son, as the expreſs image of God, was full 
of grace-and truth, and that he is the [ame yeſterday, to-day, 


and forever, then we are aſſured, that in giving the 


| world the Son, the bounteous Giver gave the world the 


Julnefs of grace. This is what the apoſtle calls the un- 


ſear chable riches of Chriſt, whereof he was made a miniſ- 


ter. Unto me, faith he, who am leſs than the leaſt of 
all aints, i is this grace given, that IT ſhould preach among 
the Gentiles, the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, and to 


make all men ſee what, is the fcllowſhip of the myſtery, 


The plan of conditional ſalvation ſo generally adopted, 
wherein it is ſuppoſed, nothing is ever done by the Crea- 


tor, till he is moved thereto by the motions of the creature, 


which, from the beginning of the world, hath been hid in Cod. | 


* 


Thus, 


Univerſaliſm Utndicated, rt 


Thus, this divinely. glorious plan, was not the reſult of 
after thought in the Deity, conſequent on beholding the 


ruin occaſioned by the fall of our firſt head and repreſent- 


ative, but was purpoſed in himſelf, wwho gave us grace in 


Chrift Feſus, before the world was but now is manifeſted, 
that all men might ſee, and, no doubt, /*cing, believe that 
believing, they may enter into reſt. But this glorious plan 
of redemption is not now manifeſted ſolely for the purpoſe 
of giving information unto e men; but to che intent, that 
now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places, 


might be known by the church, the manifold wiſdom of Cod. 


From whence we learn, that God did not ſee fit before, to 


communicate tals glorious plan, even to his holy Sonu 
and that ey learned it by attending to the communica» 
tions made by the Spirit of God, through the inſtrumen- 
tality of the apoſtles to the church of the living God—and 
aiſo, we learn, that their obtaining this knowledge of the 


manifold wiſdom of God, by the church, was according to 


the eternal purpoſe of God, which he purpoſed in Chriſt 


Jeſus our Lord—in whom we, originally made a little 


lower than the angels, uc, in conſequence of being in 


Chriſt Jeſus, have not only acceſs, but boldneſs of acceſs, 


with confidence —and that, not by the faith of the individ- 
uals, but by the faith of him, of whom the whole mil 
(not families) in heaven and earth are named; for, though 
| : ; 2 
the people in their natural capacities, are conſidered as the 
families of the earth, yet, as the fulneſs of him, who filt- 
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Here let it be obſerved, that when they come to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, they come 


\ 


may be perfect, as their Father in heaven is perſect. For, 


and the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man 


| Univerſalifm Uindieaed, 


eth all in all, os conſtitute but one : r though in- 
habiting the heaven and the earth. 


Gad, knowing that neither angels or men could ever 
attain to the knowledge of this divinely glorivus plan '. 
ſalvation, without he himſelf ſhould communicate it—when , 
he, who firſt condeſcended to deſcend, aſcended far above 
all heavens—he gave ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, and 
ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors, and teachers—but they 
were all given for the perfecting of the ſaints—for 
the work of the miniſtry—for the edifying of the 
body of Chriſt ; the people who were to be edificd. 
by theſe giyen ſervants of the aſcending God, were 
the body of Chrit. They were not made the body of 
Chriſt, in conſequence of their edification but they were 
edified, in conſequence of their being the body of Chriſt, 
and therefore the loved of God, who loveth his own fleſh, 
and hideth not himſelf therefrom. | This edification, we 
have no doubt, will continue and increaſe, till the people, 
being all taught of. God, ſhall come, in the unity of the faith, 


unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. 


unto a perfect man, not perfect men, according to the word | 
of our Saviour—that hey (in the plural) may be (in the ſin- 
gular) perfect in one—that in this oze being perfect, they 


? as 
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as no one beſide Chriſt Jeſus was ever, in his individual 
character, perfect, as God is per fed, the people can only, in 


him, in whom they are accepted, as an offering in a clean 
veſſel, be found, or, according io the teaching of the Spirit 
of God, find themſelves perfect. The phraſe, ſo often 
made uſe of by thoſe who go about to eſtabliſh a righteouſ- 


neſs of their own, Perfection in part, being a contradiction 


in terms, {hall be patſed by without any farther notice. 


But it may be ſaid by ſome, All this may be true reſpect- 
ing the ſpiritual feed, or the eleF, or the believer ; 


cannot be true reſpecting ſinners, who are carnal, not ſpi- 


but it 


ritual reſpecting unbelie vers, or the world, who are ſaid to 
lay in the wicked one — the grace of God, therefore, in 
this, and ſundry other parts of divine revelation, muſt be 
conſidered in a limited point of view, and, when God laid, 


In thy ſeed foall all the families of the earth be blefſtd, he cer- 


tainly intended only the familics who were found calling © on 
his name. 


15 anſwer to this, we have 2 to apply to the law, 


and to the teſtimony, ik we, or any other, ſpeak not accord- 


ing to his rule, it is an evidence, that the ſpeaker is in 


the dark —that there is #9 _ in him, 


And firſt—If «= a only were intended to be in 
the /ced, and the carnal excluded, not only the Jews in gen- 
eral, but Paul in particular, muſt be excluded of courſe; 
for Paul poſitively affirms that he was carnal. 1 am, ſaith 
this apoſile—and this apoſtle v was an honeſt man, and a 
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lover of truth—7 am carnal, and fold under fin. If the 
righteous, and not ſinners, were the only characters con- 
| tained in the ſeed, then this ſeed would be found alone in 
the earth—for the Spirit has expreſsly declared, there is 
none righteous, no not one, If unbelievers were to be ex- 
cluded, then they never would have any thing to believe, 
the believing of which would give them either peace or 


joy; for they ought not to believe any thing but the 


truth and if it is a truth, that they are excluded, then, to 
believe they are intereſted in Chriſt, would be to believe a 
lie; but this would not ſave them—and if it is a truth, 
that the /eed did not contain in bimelf, | in his /fe, his death, 
his reſurrection, and aſcenſion, none but believer; —and as 
the children af men in general are unbelievers, all, indeed, 
before they are believers—hence it muſt follow, that in- 
tend of al! the families of the earth being bleſſed in the 
ſeed, all the families of the earth muſt be cyxſcd out of 
the ſeed. This, as has 1 obſerved, if believed, ' would 
give neither peace or joy. 


: ; \ 
But we are bound to believe, on the authority of divine 


revelation, that the /zed who was made in the likeneſs, not 


of righteous, but of ſinful fleſh, contained in himſelf the ful- N 


neſs of the human, as well as of the divine nature. The 
ſpirit teaches us thus to think of the ſeed in his birth, 
Thus ſaith the Lord, Who hath heard ſuch a thing ? Who 
hath ſeen ſach a thing ? Shall the earth be made to bring 
forth 1 in one day ? Shall a nation be bern at once? For as 
ſoon 


2 


ws 
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ſoon as Zion ana ſhe brought forth her children, In 


the preceding verſe, we are informed a man child was 


born. It is then aſked---Whe hath heard ſuch a thing? 
Who hath ſeen ſuch a thing? Shall the earth be made to 


bring forth in one day? It would ſeem as if it was the 


ſame man child ſhewn to John in viſion in the Ifle, of 


Patmos. And ſhe brought forth a man child who was to 
rule all nations. No doubt but it was the ſame we read 


of in the 19th of the ſame book, whoſe name is called the 
word of God, and on whoſe veſture, and on whoſe thigh 


was written as his name, S408 of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 


But if the nramiled ſeed included i in himſelf, as the ſecond 


Adam, as every man's head, as the new man, the fulneſs of the 


human nature in his birth, ſo he did in his life, otherwiſe 


it does not appear that he could, in conſequence of his obe- 


dience to the law, under which he was made, become the 


Lord our Righteouſneſs, which is one of the names by which 
he is properly called; and if, 75 the ſecond Adam, he had 


not in himſelf the fulneſs of human nature, the righteouſ- 
neſs of God, which he, the only wiſe Cod our Saviour 


. wrought out, would not, could not, as we conceive, with 


any degree of propriety be declared unto all, and upon all | 


them that believe, for there is no difference. Again, if the 


| \ 8 
people had not been in him, in all he wrought, they could 
not be the righteouſneſs of God in him, nor could he, accor- 


ding to juſtice, be the life of the world, for, neither the 


world in general, or any individual of the world, can be 
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the ſubject of lite, according to the rule of divine truth and 
Juſtice, without that righteouſneſs, which alone gives a legal 


title thereto. If, ſaith divine truth, thou wilt enter in life, 


keep the commandments— this is according to Law, and 
heaven and earth ſhall paſs away before one jott or tittle of 
the law ſhall. paſs unfulfilled. When Jeſus came to 


ſeek and to ſave, it was not in violation of the law. 
came not, ſaich he, 10 deftiroy the Law, but to fulfib 


it—Hence then, he. is the life of the world, in conſequence 
af the union ſuhſi ſting between him, and the people, as exemu 


plified under the figure of head, and members, of which. 


the ſpirit ſpake, when by the Apoſtle he ſaid, 7 would nof 


Bave you ignorant, that the, head of every man is Chrift, 


now, as in nature what is done by the head, is, with ſpirit, 
jaftice and propriety, ſaid to be done by the whole man, ſo 


what was done by 7:ſus;a3' every man's head, made under the 


| Lav; i is, according to ſtriet juſtice, i in God's fight conſidered 


as done by every man—the reiten of this is indeed glad ti. 


dings to every creature. k 


But, we are not only bound to believe, that the fulne ſs 


of the human nature was in the ſeed, our ſecond Adam in 
his birth, and in his /ife, but alſo in his death. This is, on 
the very'beſt authority confirmed, Our Saviour, ſpeaking 


of the death he was to die, ſaid, and I, when I am A 4 


| from the earth, vill eel: all men unto me. 


: This the (iiefaforms us he pak Gonifying what death 
he ſhould die but, certainly not merely with reſpect to the 


manner 


i 


[7 het 


: — audi 1 


manner of his death— for he could have died as an individ- 


val in that, or any other way, without drawing all, or any in- 


dividual of mankind unto himfelf But he drew all men un- 
to himſelf, that in his death they may all die, according to 
the Law which had declared, the foul that fmn#th ſhall die==" 
But, having thus drawn all men unto himſelf the love of 
Chrift-cbaſtrained the apoſtles to judge, that if one died for 

all, which they were aſſured the Saviour did, then were all, 
dead ; this is, perhaps what was intended by the Prophet 


Iſaiah, when he ſaid, © Behold, the Lord maketh the earth. 
empry. Were we taught to conſider the Prophets as mere 


hiſtorians ſent to foretell or relate events as they reſpected 
only tlie temporal concerns of the children of men, then 
we ſhould ylean but little knowledge of our Saviour, or ſal. 
vation, zy him, in conſulting them; but, if we tredit him of 
whom they ſpake, we ſhall find rhey teſtify of him, in the va- 


rious characters, and ſcenes, in which he was ordained to 


appear now, as when he was /ifted up from the earth, in 
his crufixion, and on that occaſion, drew all nien unto him- 
ſelf, the Prophet in the beautiful language be was directed 


to make uſe of, pointed out this grand event by ſaying, beholdg 
the Lord maketh the earth empty. Should we forget that 


the Prophets teſtify of Jeſus, and read theſe n es wichs 
Gut the ſmalleſt expectation of finding bim, we ſhou 
very much perplexed to know how to keep peice with the 


| Prophets, in the plain language of their revelation—we do 
not ſee at any period of time this prophecy Hirerally fulfiled, 


and ſhould it be confined to the land of Judea, there wobld 
| 44 | D ? | | | ſrilt 
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gil be a difficulty, « as we do not- when even this i of 
| earth was ever in hir point of view made empty, it was 
conſtantly. occupied by the natives or by ſtrangers. In fact, 
this, as well as, ſundry other parts of divine revelation, can 
never appear. what divine «in Pong of neceſſity be, 
true, except we conſider it as in Jeſus, in whom all 
things can. If Hhen our 4 was ſuſpended oft the 
diols between hedven and earth; he contained in himſelf a: 
the ſecond Alam, the fulneſs of the human nature: If, Jew: 
and Gentile were reconeiled in on bedij on the trofs, then: 
the Lord made the earth empty. The land; faith the 
prophet, ſhall be artery emptied, and utterly ſpoiled; for 
the Lord hath ſpoken this word. If it ſhould-be ſaidz that 
aſter it was declared, The Lord maketh the earth empty— 
nales it waſte—hr ſrattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof — 
that ſcattering abroad the inhabitatits thereof, does flot cor- 
reſpond wich the idea of their being collected iu theit head, 
| when he was lifeed up from the earth ; we anſwer; their 
being ſcatte#ilj>was an event that took place ſoori after the 
ervcifixion, according to the divine prediction; and fo far 
is this from oppofing the truth as it it in Jeſus; chat, com- 
ug in connection with it, it ſerves as a cor iti 
dence . et former truth, 


| 8 evĩ· 


$4 
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"kava, in the * of th the yropher N 10 <Thud | 
Gaith the Lord, take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, 
and cauſe al the nations | to gh I ſend thee to drink i it— 
| ed they ſho ande and it hall be, if they refuſe togtake 


3 5 the 
1910 F 2 . 


| — 1 
ö the cup at thine hand l et ſhalt thou y "unto 1 
5 hem Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, 40 ye ſhall certainly 3] 
f ' grint”-—and we are expreſsly told, all the Kingdoms of wa 
the world which are on the face of the earth ſhould drink 4 
5 this cb. lt would be extremely difficult to find' this 1 
1 truth any where but in the garden of Gethſemene, when ; i 
; the head of every man— the part. of the body which drinks 1 | 
Pe "=faid, rather if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from 3 | FH 
h f ſhould it be ſaid he drank the bitter cup alone, let it be ob- f | 
* ſerved, it is the Bead alone that drinks, but not in a | parate Wh 
7 ſtate from the body hence as the head taftes for the whole 1 
5 loch, ſo Jeſus, af che bead of the body tafted death for every Wh 
t 8 man,—which every man was the fulneſs of his body. —Can it il | 
__ be doubted that this was the cup our Lord adverted to, when 5 
” the fond Mother petitioned for preferment for her ſons, and : 


. 


* the Saviour aſked them, are ye able to drink 6f the cup that 
ly I. hall drink of, and be baptized with the baptiſm Fam to be 
ir daprized with; they, ignorant, as his diſciples generally 
6 vere, at that period, of the full purport of their Lord's ſay- 
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rings, anſwered, we are able; and he, in his oꝛun way repli- 
e, ye ſhall indeed drink of the cup, and be baptized with 
Is the baptiſm : But if this cup was tlie cup put into his bande 


to drink, in the garden alluded 85 and this bapti m Was 
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my as is generally believed, the baptiſm of his | 

oy | | death, where, or how, could this divine teſtimony be Fulfil- | 1 | 
Gy led any way but 3 in himſelf! ? The people we are told were { 
A ; crucified with Chriſt, buried 7b him b baptiſm _ | of 


death—There indeed, the word of the Lord was divinely 2 
compliſhed. | 55 But 
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| ns it is not in the birth, the ie, and death of Chric 
fs the fulneſs of Jew, and Gentile was found, but. in 
his reſurrection alſo ;—for as many as were in him on the 
c, were in þim in the grave and! in n as many 


às were in dim conſtituting his fulneſt in hell, and in the 


Frave, were with, or in him in his reſurrection ſtate. This 
| of when he ſaid— Thou wilt not leave my 


WT, in Bell, nor ſuffer thy holy one to ſee ec rruption. The 


ſpirit expreſoly declares, that we are riſen with Chrifl,— 
Jeſus appeared the ſecond time without Gn, namely, the 


, N the wor M, which was laid upon him, which he bear 


in his own body on the tree, and which, as the Lamb of 
* God, he took away, putting it away by the ſacrifice of himſelf ; 
for, though as an individual, he was without fin, neither was 


12 Evil found in his mouth, yet, as the aggregate of human na- 
N ture, he bear all beit ſiut, and as one with them, juftly ſuffered 


for them; but having by his ane facrifice put away fon ; finiſh- 
ing zranſgreſſon, making an end of fin, in the account of juſ- 
ice, be appears in the fulneſs of his body the ſecond time, withᷣ- 
ent., h u, and preſents them before the Father without ſpot, and, 
to the Fulneſs of this body, the divine nature ſpeaks, when 
he fays—T his is my beloved Son, this day have I begotten 
The apoſtle inftrudted by the ſpirit, who takes of 


0 Jeſus, and ſheys them —ſaid, He hath begat= 


& She 
en us again, unto a Lyely hope, þ by the rn ben of Jeſus 
Chriſt from the dead; in which 1 nleſs reſurreQion Nate, 


2.5 dhe Apoſtle had, and every one taught by, and a believer of 


God, have the anſwer of 6 a good conſcience toward Cod. The 
: | | A poſtle 


 Unfverſaliſm -Uindicated. 


1. 


Apoſtle had not this anſwer of a good conſcience toward 
_ God, by the putting away the filth of the fleſh, but by 
| the reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, in whom he 
was pre ſented, without ſpot, and blameleſs in love. 


7 


But it is not in the birth, the /; ife, the death and reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, alone, che fulneſs of his. body was, but in 
his aſcenſion alſo... It was the ſame body that Was zorn, that 


lived it was the fame body in whom dwelt all the fulneſs of 
the Godhead that die it was the /ame body that roſe from 


the dead—ir was the ſame body which aroſe from t the dead, 
that aſcended into that heaven, which mu}. contain him until 
ebe times of the reflitution if all things —it was the fame Je- 
| us that ended, who, aſter his reſurrection, aſcended far 
above all heavens, that he might fill all things. Hence the 


cpirit by the Apoſtle aſſures us, we are not only raiſed up 


with Chriſt, but are made to fit together i in heaven] 


ey places in 
| "a ” | 
Chriſt Jeſus, | * FS Af 


ſ- 
Thus we find, —_— to the ſcriptures that Jeſus 
having entered into the holieſt of all 


„ preſents. the people in himſelf, and pk are accepted i in the 
beloved. The figurative High Prieſt with the figurative 
ſacrifice, in figure, carried all the tribes, of Urael, intq the 
holieſt of all, and in his own perſon. preſent { them befqze 


the mercy ſcat —If the High Prieſt was accepted, the 


tribes of Iſrael were accepted, for their high prieſt, preſented | 
hem on His breaſt plate before the Lord—hence., the peo- 
pe who were on the other fide the vail, in their individual 

capacities, 


=> 


vith his own , * | 
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_— Lee kept in lufee till they heard the ſound 


bottom of the*facerdotal garmem but on hearing theſe, 
they knew their High Prieſt lived, and becauſe he lived 
er was * alfo ; ; ard they ſhouted * joy ſo, every 


: Prieſt of gur Profeſſion, will rejoice 
with joy unſpeal bt 


ES 


in the vail faying, Fecauſe I ie, 8 — hi 


Jn, 1 8 Af * 99 


0. ve come in the third place to enquire what is the 
tion f all the families of the earth, conſequent on be- 


1 


kus of ali fleſh, who aflures \ us that the portion of all the 


5 r bleſſing forme families, and curſing 


x - 


or ng at ane time, and curſing at another no, Hs: that 
© teaches higidiſciptes to 54%, and ovrſe not—bur, even to bleſs 
them by whom they ate deſpitefully treated tho 


ugh they real- 


i i h ſuffer, in confequence of ſuch yronmnent will, e 
e en his o own n principles. fr * 
2 „ 


An the promiſed” ſeed all the famil es of the 
x lee with righteonſneſs—this they cannot have 
this ſeed ; for, as, ever ſince the fall, no 


1 4+ 3d 
» 
„ 


| x th ever kept the commandments of God.“ It 
* Follows; that ever fince'the fall, there have been none right- 
Veous any. where but in 'this ſeed—ſo, alſo, can no family 


1 3 | for 


"of the bells that kung between the Pomegranates on the 


le, when they hear his voice from with- 


| 0 4 this ſced. Eternal praiſes ro the Father of the Spi- 


danke of the earth i» this SEE is 5 ing not bleſſing, ö 


Me. 1 e | having this e ee in this feed 


given 


for the ſeed is holy; and if che firſt fruit is holy, ſo is che, 
lump—Hence the name whereby he i is, and ſhall be called, 


is the Lord our Righteouſneſs —Righteouſneſs, is a gerfe#,, 
obedience to the righteous law of God; ; no mere man pen 


produced this ; but Jeſus did; hence he is become the er 


of the law for righteouſneſs 1. not ou unto all in general, 


but, alſo to them that believe in particular: 

who were unable to obey the law of God in eir. | 
ſons, Jeſus is given as the law fulſitler and * 1510 
eoùſneſs of God, which: is: /mmanue?s obedieure to che i. 
is unte all, and as God /e loved the world, as 16 give then bis 
feny'this ſon, thus given, is, with ſtrict pyopriety, denomiaac». 


ed thr Lord dur Righteouſneſs=ant this, with ſtrid trark, ev 


ery tamily of the earth, and every individual of each funny 


may ſay, and each and every iadividual ought to belieee h 


for himſelf; and therefore ho who believeth not hig ns 

my —_— for not r credit to this * 4 ud 
YT Ee 8 W 5 

Fee che families of the earth axe, in this fred 

bleſſed with fuſtiſcation. This is the certain, conſequenes: 


of the righteouſneſs they were by the grice of God, in the 


juſtify the wicked—hence, when we hear of the 7 4 be- 
ing / uſtiſied, we find it is by the blood of dust it WT 


fore, that the Aſſembly of Divines, who compoſi the! 
ſhorter Catechiſm, aſſures us, that, . Juſtification is ad 
act of God's free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our das, 


* 8 us as rig bteous in his . only for the rights 
5 coufneſs 


* —— 
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n, bleſſed with. It would be an abomination: te 


8 
8 


eouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to us, and received by faith.” 
. is imputed before faith, but received by faith, Alt is imput- 
ed to all, but received by none but them that believe 
* theſe glad tidings i is preached | to I” creature, that 
n might ſee, in this act of God's fes . che ane 
which make for tb br 5 © ang . 15 a gen; 134 


bleſſed 1 E e e which no ma 
eas ſae the Lord. Conſidering the\.uncleanneſs of all the- 
Farhilies + of the earth, and the impoſſibility of the an- 
clean ſtanding in the preſence of him who is of purer eyes. 
ae #iheboldidiquity 7 dhe being ll maskigg with /anc-- 
cation in Chriſt Jeſus, is an act of as free, and as. much, 
aer as the ig them with juſtificati on. But the gra- 
eious God away e bleſſed any individual with juſtification, 
that he not bleſs with Tanctiſication; for bm be juſ- 
tified, he JanAified —Aad it is of God, who ſent Jeſus to 
Refs every oe of us, and all the families of the earth, by 
ſaving ws, and them, from ſuri, that we are, in Chrift Feſur, 
who it made unto # ſanctiſication; Without ſanctification 
there could be no glorification z it is only the pure in heart- 
Lan ſee God: But, as tho family of the earth can boaſt 
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bel rity in their own perſons, as is clear, not only 
Bent divine +. HEY but from the teſtimony of all God's 
children from the beginning of the world, it is a clear, 
that i it is only in the ſeed, which is "Chriſt Tefus, that anx 
family of the earth can . in the preſent tate, bleſſed with 
33 | ſanctification 5 
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frnRiification 3 and foi the fame divine N it is a} 


clear, that this bleitng comerh on all the families of the 


aft 


earth, in Chrift Feſur, otherwiſe he could not be the ger 


our ur of all men. 


- Forrthy * this "ay all ihe families of the + earth 1 
bleſſed with /; 77. This, by the tran ſgreſſion ol the firſt 


Adam was forfeited, but in the ſecond Adam, and by hig obe- 


dience is recov red—and the life thus recovered, is by the 


favor Wy God, given to the worki==the wages of fin is death, 


but the gift of God, ig everlaſting life. God ſo loved the 


zworld he gave them his Son, and in this Son, he gave them 
1 ife—the world to whom * Son was given was dead in 
treſſpaſſes and ſins, but in giving. them the Son, the lover 
of the world gave them /ife, anditherefore this gift of God 
is emphatically ſtiled _ of the worlds. 


as death, and darkneſs, in the language of divine rerela- 


7 are ſo nearly related, as frequently to be £0 dered ſy- | 


nonimous— ſo light, and life, feem expreſſige of the ſame 
thing, In the word that was made fleſh we are told, was 
life, and this Hi ife was the light © of nien; which is afterward 
called the > true light which enlighteneth | every man that 
cometh. into the world. When, Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle, 


FE 6 þ 


awho 1 15 our 1 a ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appe⸗ with 


| Becauſe, ſaith the Saviour, 


live alſa. In — ſeed, as the dwelling place of all generations; 
we live, and as this ſeed, which is Chriſt, is the ſame yeſ⸗ 
T rr to day and forever, the life which the families of 
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thecank W d in bim ee be an . life ; 3 nor un 
any of the families of the earth ever loſe this life, becauſe 


it is hid with Chriſt, in God, and as it is one in bim, any of 


the families of the earth, however excellent they may be in 
themſclves, can have life; he that hath not the Son, hath 
not life, nor can he ſee life 3 but God fo loved the world he 
gave them the Sox nor will he ever take this gift away 
from the world, for the g:/7s, as well as the calling. of God, 

are without repentance. God will never therefore repent 
that he ſo loved the world, as to give them his 'Son, and in 
this Son /; having loved the wopld, he will forever love 
them, for he changeth net, he is of one mind, without vari- 


— or even the ſhadow of n 


> Pa — 


aol Teens ſeed all the families of the earth are 

bleſſed with peace. — Peace is made for them, by the blood of 
the ereſi. The council of peace was between them both, the 
bead of query man, which is Chriſt, and the Bead of Chriſt 
which is, the divine nature. There is no Pace, faith my 
God, to the Wicked, hence, as the commiſſion of ſin con- 
ſtitutes this character, and as there is fo man that liveth, 
and finnerh not, it is clear that no man can be juftly entitled 
to peace in binyelf or, out of this ED. God's covenant ie 
called a covenant of peace; but Jeſus, the promiſed sEED 
is declared to be the covenant of the people. It is therefore 
we hear the Prophet declare this man ſhall be lth even 
when the Aſſyrian cometh into our land- when the angels 
were ſent to proclaim the birth of the world Saviour- they 
proclaimed peace on eatth---and this was glad tidings to all 

| people, . "ORs Saviour therefore ſent forth his ſervants to 
preack 


Tiniverſaliſm 'Undicated, 27 


preach peace to them that were nigh, and to them that 
were afar off; and when he was going for a little time to 
leave them, he ſaid, My peace J leave with thee. Theſe 


things faith the Saviour have I ſpoken, that in me you . 


might have peace. The Apoſtles who preached peace 


by Jeſus, who they aſſure us, was Lord of all, inform us, 


we are called to peace, that the kingdom of God is joy 


and PEACE, the fruit of the 19970 is 1 1 and n | 


Jeſus bimſelf is our. « peace, who bath made beth one, 
Jew and Gentile, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us, having aboliſhed in his fleſh the en- 

mity, to make in himſelf of twain one nem man, /o making 


peace, and that he may reconcile both in one body by the 
 eroſsy having flain the enmity thereby, and came and 


preached peace to you, which were afar of, and to them that 
were nigh, for through him, we both have acceſs; by ene 
ſpirit unto the Father, Thus we find that the fulne/s of Few 
and Gentile, axe the ſubjects of the peace wherewith they are 
bleſſed, in the /zed of Abraham, the enmity is aboliſhed in 
his fleſh, both are reconciled in one body. Vea, the blind 


and the ignorant are the ſubjects of this peace. Hence, 


the things which are hid from their eyes, are the things 


which not only make * peace, but for TREI 2 from 
whoſe * they were hid. | 


When the God of peace e e his a he | 


told them that their ſeed ſhould inherit the Gentiles, and 


make the deſolate places be inhabited 7 for, faith the Lord, 
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E Maker is Huſband, 1 the 4900 of Hoſts. is bie | 
name, the God of the 2vhole earth ſhall he be called. In a 
little wrath, ſaith the Jehovah, I bid my face for a moment, 


but with everlaſting Kindneſs will I have mercy on theo ; 
and Jehovah ſaid, to the ſervant that he upheld, to his 
Ele& in whom he took delight---It is a light thing that 
thou ſhouldeſt be my ſervant to raiſe up the tribes of Ja- 
cob, Sad to reſtore the pre ſerved of Iſrael, I will alſo give 
thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayelt be my "24 
, unto * * of the earth. 


Des Rich the Loo, the 8 of Iſrael, 
and his holy one, Kings ſhall ſee, and arife 3 whercfore, be- 
cauſe they are faithful? no, becauſe of the Lord that i- 
faithful. Thus faith the. Lord, in an acceptable time have 
h 1 heard thee, and in à day of ſalvation have 1 helped thee, 
and I will preſerye thee, and give thee for a covenant of 
the people · for what purpoſe ? ts gHabiiſs the earth, to couſe 
to inherit the dęſalote heritages, that thou mayęſt ſay to the 
prifaners go forth, to them that are in_derknefs ſpew yourſetver, 
they fhall feed: in the ways and ' their poſtures Hall be in all 
Big h places, they /ball not hunger, nor thirfl, neither ſhall the 
beat nor ſun ſmite them, for he that hath mercy on them hall 
lead them -Beßnid, theſe all come from far, but who are 
theſe priſoners ? Children of darkneſs, on whom the God of 
the whole earth Jhould have mercy, and who ſhould, in the | 


Zreatneſs of his goodneſs thro? the inſtrumentality of the 
sen, his ſervant, lead 259 


—— —— — 
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blind by a wpay they knew not, 
even the way of pruce, which is the way everlaſting. 
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Bat, ati 5 this "0 all the families of the earth 
are bleſſed with RECONCIL14ATIoN—hebce we find the re- 
conciled God committing to the Apoſtles the miniſtry of 


reconciliation, charging them to tell the world that God was 
in Chrift reconciling them unto himſelf, not imputing . 
N their treſpaſſes ; commanding them to tell every ereature 3 


that Jeſus was made fin for them, that they may be made 
the righteouſneſs. of God in him, And, that this reconcili- 


ation was a matter begun, carried on, and completed on be- 


half of the loſt world, in the Saviour of the world—without 


the creature's knowledge or aſſent, is plain from the Apoſ- 
tle's beſeeching the people he made this declaration to, to 
be reconciled unte God : So that we ſee, as clear as we fee 
the ſun at noon day, that peace made on the croſs, confirm- 
ed the reconciliation. on God's part, on behalf of heſe, who, 


in themſelves, were enemies to God : But this reconciliation 


was preached unto them, that they may be, on believing it, 


reconciled unto God. Thus we ſee that God 3s reconciled, 
and well pleaſed for hit righteouſneſs fake, in whom he was 
reconciling the world unto himſe Fand in order that this 
may be done in a way perfectly conformable to every rule 


of equity, and juſtice, the whole world of mankind were, 
10 the eye of the juſt God, to whom they were ac- 


countable, collected in their Head, Jeſus---nor they alone 
their iniquities were collected there alſo. The Lord 


laid on him the iniquities of 2. all, and not only the iniqui- 


ties of us all, but al our iniquities; for the ſpirit of God 


aſſures us that, Jeſus bear all our fins in his own body on 


the tree; and that there may be nothing to prevent a re- 


conciliation taking place on the principles of ſtrict juſtice, 


it 
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it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, on whom, and in whoſe 
body, the iniquities were, and his ſoul, being exceeding 
ſorrowful, even unto death, was finally made an offering 
for An; ſo that He, as A in offering, was delivered up to 
death for us all, Jeſus, therefore, Aniſbing the tranſgreſſion, 
making an end of fin, putting it away, from before God, by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf i the cauſe being thus removed, the 
ect ceaſes 3 God is reconciled ; his juſtice has all it de- 
manded ; his rrurb is Fulfilled z mercy and truth hath met 
together, wighteouſneſs and peace hath embraced each other; 
the conſequence is, glory to Ged in the be, and on ears 
* and good will to men 


Thus my beloved friends, we are aſſured by the voice of 
Jehovah from above the ladder, that, how wretched ſoever 
his offspring may be in this diſtempered ſtate of things, | 
how low ſoever they may have fallen, how far ſoever they 
may hare been led captivg, by their luſts, which war againſt 
their ſouls—how long ſoever they. may be ſuffered to bear 
the image of the carthy—the lover of their ſouls, who ſa 
loved them as to give them his Son, and in this Son grace, 
before the world was, hath aſſured us that, in conſequence 
of all the families of the earth being, in this SEED bleſſed, 
they ſhall be brought ultimately into the glorious liberty of 
the Sons of God—they ſhall be brought out of the eſtate of 
fin and miſery in which they are, and brought 1 into an 
eſtate of ſalvation from all theſe fins and ſorrows by a Re- 
deemer-· for we have heard the voice of our faithful Crea- 


tor 
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lies of the earth be bleſſed. May we venture to believe this ? 
Is this indeed the word of Jehovah ? 


If it is not, what reaſon have we to believe any other teſtimony 


It is, or it is not, 
delivered under the ſame ſignature.- If it is not true, 


have been taught to believe © The only rule given for our 


dire@ion” ? Are we bleſt with a revelation in which we gain 


the knowledge of what we never could have known with« 


out it, and yet, are we not allowed to take this revelation as 


it is given-How then can it properly be called a revelation, 


--[f it does not reveal the mind of the ſpeaker ? if God did 
not mean what he ſaid to Jacob, how are we cver to find out 
what he meant? We have no dther revelation from him, 
and if we have no other from him, by what rule can any 
one determine what he meant ? But ſhould any one under: 
take to reveal, as the mind of God, not only what is not ex- 


preſſed, but ſomething diametrically oppoſite thereto, his 


could not be called divine revelation, inaſmuch as the re: 


vealer would be merely human. Should it be ſaid that 


many parts of divine revelation cannot, on many accounts, 


be clearly underſtood; ſuppoſe this ſhould be granted, 
does it follow that there is ue part of divine revelation that 


can be underſtood ? Should this be the caſe, then ir would 


clearly follow that we have no revelation at all : But if there : 


© 


tor ſaying unto the Patriarch, In thy sxRD ball all the fami- 


how then can we be directed by this rule, which we 


is any part of divine revelation that may be conſidered clear 


and plain, it is the ſubject before us, and as it is the geſbel 


ordained to be preached to every creature, we ſhould ſup- 


pole it was deſigned as a revelation to every Creature. 
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It was delivercd by the faithful God to Abraham, then to 


Iſaac, then to Jacob; and, inſtead of its being contracted 
in the repeticion, or made leſs clear and. expreflive, it was, 
in the repetition, made more clear and explicit. To Abra- 
ham, Jehovah faid, In thy ſeed ſhall the wations of the 


"" earth be bleſſed; to the grandſon of this Patriarch, Jeho- 


vah declares that, in his ſeed all the families of the earth 
ſhall be bleſſed 3) as this was the geſbel, 4brahem believed; as 
this was the goſpel, all the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles 
believed: and as this goſpel alone can be glad tidings to every 
creature, can we, if we do not believe this goſpel, be properly 


ſaid to be believers ? If believing any thing, properly conſti- 


tutes a be/zever, then it will be difficult to find any unbe- 


lievers in the world; but we preſume, in ſcripture lan- 


| guage, a believer implies one who believes what Abraham be 


lieved ; if ſo, how very few are to be found in the faith of 
Abraham, even amongfl them who profeſs to believe our re- 


velation divine; but we are naturally led to enquire how it 
is that there are ſo few who believe, The Apoſtle aſks, 


how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard * 


It is a melancholy truth, — eo how what | Is called 


the chriſtian world, there are very few who have ever heard 


of the true Chriſt ; we ſay the true Chriſt, becauſe Jeſus 


Chriſt bimſelf told his diſciples there ſhould ariſe falſe 
Chriſts ; ; the falſe Chriſt i is ſome thing, or {omewhat called | 
Chriſt, which is not Chriſt, by which many are deceived : a 

This could not be the caſe, if they were not made to believe 


that true, which was indeed falſe : But i is there any way by 
| whick 


. 
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which to determine the rue from the falſe Chriſt ? If there 


is not, the exhortation to beware of the latter, is futile. If 


1 e . I 


| it is poſſible, the queſtion is, where ſhall wez with certainty, * 

5 find the difference ; unqueſtionably in the ſeriptures, which 4 
we are aſſured teſtify of the true Chriſt, in the character of f 4 
| the ſeed of Abraham, as the only wiſe God, and oar Saviour. 1 
i The ſcriptures teſtify of the true Chriſt as the Im- p 

E-. manuel, Cod with us, as the man in whom dwelt all the fu! Fl 
5 neſs of the Godhead; the ſcriptures teach us to conſider 4; 
y | the true Chriftas containing in his divine and human na- | 1 
F ture, the fulneſs of God and man united; ſo that the head | 4 
= of every man may with truth ſay to his head,; I in them, and b F 
* bon in me, that we may he perfect in one. | i 1 
* 91 1 rf es fel 
J It is a truth, chat all the families of the earth ſhall be +8 
of | blefſed.---This truth may be preached, but not i» Chriſt i 
5 Jeſus---There may be a variety of ways in the which this | 
it | may be ſaid to be effected, but there is but one way in which 

8, | the ſpirit of truth leads us to exper? it, and this is in Jeſus, 

12 who ie the way, the new and living way, and as he is the 


Alpha as well as the Omega, he is the good old way, in 1 
cd | whom alone all the feed of Iſrael ſhall be juſtified and 7 


rd glorified. : | | ; 1 
5 4a > wy.” 7 ' „ xl D 1 13 7 Fa 22 2 = 18 : | [i 1 
ilſe It is confeſſed that by muck the greater part of what is Si 
led called the chriſtian world, have very different views of rey 7 
| BB: 
d 2 elation z and of him of whom the ſcriptures teſtify ; the Wo 
eve | generality of profeſſors do not concefve of Jeſus as au; 
by F more | } 5 
ick | L 5 
5 


n 
8 


3 
1 


— LR * ; 18 
« * 
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mare one with his people, than was Paul or Peter; they 
conceive of the man Chriſt Jeſus as better than any other 
man, but no more one with the people, than they are with 
one another; and inſtead of all the families of che A earth 
being bleſſed in Zim, according to the ſcriptures, it is gene- 
rally ſuppoſed that a very large proportion of the human 
race, will be curſed out of bim. But as the heavens and the 
earth cannot be more oppoſed to each other, than theſe dif... 
ferent teſtimonies, one or the other of them moſt certain- 
muſt be falſe. Either the voice from above the ladder is 
true, and therefore to be depended on, or the contrary. 
But we can no more ſubſcribe to both, than we can ſerve 
God and Belial. We truſt we ſhall not bei.cenſured for 
pointing out the difference between what we are taught to con- 
fider the goſpel preached by Jehovah himfelf 1 unto the Patri- | 
archs, and the other goſpel preached in the world; ; eſpecially 
fince they who deliver the latter, ſeem to glory in the op- 
poſition they make to the former; and, what is very ex- 
traordinary, the oppoſers of this goſpel preached to the 
| Patriarch, frequently bring God himſelf to prove it falſe, 
by introducing a varicty of ſcriptures that, as it is affirmed, 
eſtabliſh quite the contrary doctrine. The Deiſt ſtands 
by, and liſtens delighted, and finds hig faith ſtrengthened ; 
be ſuſpected before that revelation was not divine, but now 
he is fully convinced by the arguments made uſe of, that 
It is not. Many of the moſt reſpectable characters have 
proved o a demonſtration, according to the Judgment of 
ſuch hearcts, that theſe ſcriptures contradict themſelves ; : 
and therefore many raticnally conclude they cannot be di- 
| vine; 


15 
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vine : There are, 8 many, who, having at- 
tained to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus, are 
fully perſuaded that the ſcriptures are, not yea and nay, but 
yea and amen in Chriſt Feſus, and thereforc rationally con- 
clude they are divine, l 


4 ( 
We conceive that all mankind may be divided into two 


claſſes, and may be conſidered under the different denomina- 


tions of believers, and unbelievers of the truth delivered to, 


and believed by, the Patriarchs and all God's holy Pro- 
phets. For, how numerous ſoever the ſubdiviſions of 
theſe claſſes may be, there can be but theſe two grand di- 
viſions amongſt all of mankind who have an idea of a fu. 
ture ſtate of exiſtence ; both theſe claſſes conceive them- 
ſelves believers of the truth.—What then muſt honeſt en- 
quirers after truth, who are accuſtomed to hear ſuch con- 
tradictory teſtimonies do? They muſt judge for themſelves; 
and, bleſſed be the God of our life, in this our day, they 
are permitted to do this. We confeſs, however, that ſuch 
contradictory teſtimonies have a tendency to damp the ar- 
dour of purſuit amongſt the generality of enquirers 3 yet, 
to thoſe who, with the enquirers of old, would fee Feſus, 


and ſee him as he really is, we would recommend a cle/e 


attention to the ſcriptures, zhey teſtify of him as he is; for 
they were dictated by that ſpirit who taketh of the things 
of Jeſus ſhewing them to | every ſoul taught of God. 
Theſe ſcriptures, or the ſpirit in them, will ſhew you thar 
Feſus i is the Sauiour i all men rom all. fin, and from all ; 
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God, and ſecondly, by himſelf, according to the love, and 
Porec of God. — Theſe ſcriptures teaching you that God % 


loved the world, as to give them his Son, will teach you to love 


all men, but to tra in none--they will direct you to truſt in 
the Lord alone in whom they will aſſure you, you have righ. 
zeouſneſs and Arength--they will direct you to believe God, let 
men „ how veſpectable ſoever they may be, fay what they may. 
When Jehovah declared to the Patriarch, In thy ſeed all all 
; the families of the earth be blefſed—believe it. Abraham did, 
why ſhould not you and I ?—Bnt ſuppoſe Abraham had 
| not believed it 2 Suppofe Jacob had not believed it ?— 
Suppoſe no perſon in the world ſkoutd believe it? Is it, 

therefore, not true? If it was not tr ue, Abraham was 


wrong in believing it nor could Abraham, or any other, 


by belieying it, make it true. If it is true, (and 3F it is not, 
we have no reaſon to believe any thing in the Bible) not 


all the powers of earth or hell, can, by unbeligf, or in any 


other way, make it falſe, But ſome one, perhaps, will be 
ready to ſay, It is true, in a certain ſenſe, that all the fam- 
ilies of the earth are bleſſed in Chriſt Jeſus, the promiſed 


ſeed, with the bleſfings of Pr ovidence: But, it ſhould be | 


remembered, that theſe providential bleflings d we have in this 
world, in common with all other animals. The God of 
Providence openeth his hand, and ſatisfieth the defire of 
eyery living thing—here min and beaſt; feed at the ſame 


Wt ay VO 7 uy the ſame ſenſations 3 but the 
| Breg ad 
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4 


Bread of God, which cometh, not up from the earth, but 


down from heaven, giving life unto the world, is of a very 


different nature—when Jchovah ſaid, In thy SEED {ball all 


the families of the earth be bleſſed—the words he ſpake 
were pirit, and life. e 


In this szED, 1 full of grace and truth, all the 
families of the earth are bleſſed with all /piritua! bleſſings, 
without which, we could hardly conceive of the good 
things of this life as real blefings—could we believe that, 
inſtead of being eternally bleſſed in Chrifl Feſas, with all ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings, we were to be eternally curfed out of Chr. 
and that we had only a momentary taſte of the good things 


of this life, to make, our eternal ſtate more miſerable ; we 


ſhould then be authorized to think with many of God's peo- 


ple, that theſe temporary bleſſings were real curſes; and thus 


thinking, it would be impoſſible to love God the giver, or 
feel gratetul for the gifts, but when we can conſider che 
bleſſings of providence as the outward and viſible ſigns of 
the love of God in Chriſt* Jeſus, from which nothing can 


ever ſeparate us ; then, and not till then, can we Soo! grate· 


ful to the bounteous giver. 


But there are ſome who acknowledge the truth, but 
think it ought not to be publiſhed, leaſt it ſhould be be- 
lieved by fenners, though it ls, by the ſame perſons affirmed, 
that damnation, eternal damnation is the conſequence of not 
believing the divine report This is exceeding ſtrange Fm 
What, 
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What! do ve err in aching the coſpel, and yet, muſt ſin- 


ners be damned for not believing it ! 


But it will be ſaid, Ae is another geſpel which may with 


ſafery be preached—which goſpel teaches men that they 


are ſtill under the law, and that their eternal ſalvation, in 


Whole, or in part, depends on their perſonal obedience 


thereto ; but, Is this true? If it is, none can ever be ſaved, 


the advocates for this goſpel themſelves being judges, in- 


aſmuch as they declare“ No meer man ſince the fall hath 


ever kept the commandments of God,” &c. and that there 


is not a juſt man on earth who finneth not; by the deeds 


of che law, therefore, it is plain, no man living can be 


In fact it is now bigh time that profeſſors come to ſome 
faxed determination, no longer to halt between two Opinions 
—Teſus is the Saviour of the wworld, or he is not—all the fam- 


ies of the earth are, or foall be, bleſſed in him, as the 8EED, or 
they. are not, or they ſhall not. — The ſcriptures confirm 


the truib preached unto Abraham, or they do not; n there 


are any who are not ſaved in the Lord, they never can be 
ſaved, and, as Jeſus cannot be the Saviour of any who are 


not, and that never will be, ſaved—it is clear that he can- 


not be the Sqviour of all. men ; and, if it can be thus proved, 


; that one part. of revelation i is falſe, we can have no depend- 


ance on any other part. Let us then devote a few ma- 
ments in contraſting the teſtimonies woght, by the Believers 
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of the Sofyet preached*by Jehovah to Abraham, and the 
unbelievers of this goſpel ;—the former declare that f in 
Feſus the feed of Abraham all the nations, a// the families of * 
the earth ſhall be bleſſed; the latter, declare this abſolutely 
falſe —The one affirm that Jeſus gave himſelf a ranſom for 
all ; this, by the greater part of the world is declared abſo- 
lutely falſe; and, in many inſtances, where it is admitted 
the ranſom was univerſal, it is affirmed that innumerable 


multitudes of the ranſomed, ſhall, by him who ranſomed 


them, be fent into eternal torment, The former, teach 


that the blood of Feſus Chr if our Lord cleanſeth from all fin ; 
The latter, that a very large portion of the ſinners of man- 
kind mall never be cleanſed... The one affirm, that all fie ſh 


| hall come and worſhip before G od, and be ſaved ; The other, 


that a remnant enly, ſhall be thus cir cumſtanced. The one 


affirni that the Chriſt of God, i, the fe of the world: 

The other, that the world, never will have li life, in, or out 
of Chriſt. The one affirm, that God loves his enemies; 
The other; that he loves none but his friends. The one 
affirm, that ſinners have no adverſary but the death; Tue 
other affirm, that Ged is an adverſary much more to be 
dreaded than the devil himſelf. 
kingdoms of this world ſhall be the kingdom of God, and of 


his Chriſt ; The other, that the greater part of the king - 


. doms of this world ſhall be et ternally, under the dominion of 


the devil. The one affirm, that death and Hell ſhall deliver: 


100 their dead, and both death and hell ſhall be Apel 
Thee other affirm, that death and hell ſhall never deliver nb 


- their 


The one affirm, that. the 
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their dead! or be bans. The one e by. divine au- 
thority, that Satan ſhall reign but a /ittle while The other, 
that his reige ſhall be eternal. The one affirm, that God 
ſhall wipe away tears from all faces, and there ſhall be no 
More pain ; and theſe teſtimonies, by the believers of what 
Abraham believed, are declared to be the true Sayings of 
Cod. The unbelievers of what Abraham believed, affirm, 
that weeping and wailing, pain and torment, ſhall be eter. 
nal ; and that the contrary, are not the true ſayings of God, 
The one affirm, that God hath concluded fir inners in unbe- 
lizf, that he might have mercy upen them ; ; The other, that 


God bath include them in unbelief i that they way be eternally 


damned. The one affirm, that "Jeſus will not de efroy 
God's 1 the human nature 3 but that, he as 


manifeſted to 45 rey the works of the devil ; The other 


affirm, he will 'deftroy Gol wor b, and not the works 


| | of the devil. Now, if the words of grace, are the words 


of truth, the "comrary” muſt. be falſe—there * is no me- 
dium between truth and falſhood. If the ſeriptures really 


affirm the docttines taught by the one and the other, we 


tannot rationally place any dependarice upon them; but 
we are perſuaded 5 08 not. We know of no ſcrfptute 

in the old, or new teſtament, which declares that all the ami. 
ky of the earth ſhall not be bleſſed'i in the SER U of Abraham; 7 
that Jefus is not the Saviour of the world, that he is hot the 


Saviour of all men; tharhe will pot deſtroy the works of 
the devil ; chat he will } xernally bes the works of God, 7 
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that God was 
not in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himfelf ; 
does not impute unto them their rreſpaſſes That Death, and 
Hell ſhall not deliver up their dead; That Death, and Hell 
ſhall not be deſtroyed; That God will net wipe away tears 


nde for his own glory and their BESS: 


from off all faces; That there /ball be more pain That 


the former things ſhall not paſs away, 


the faith which Abraham had, to prove that the teſtimony 
delivered to that Parriatch was not true, when carefully 
examined, will be found to prove no ſuch thing, and we 
conceive had Abraham lived to have ſeen the canon of ſcrips 
tures cloſed, he would have found nothing therein which 
would have obliged bim to ſtagger at the promiſes made to 


him, reſpecting himſelf and his sE TD; and 4% the nation. | 


all che families of the earth contained therein; he would 


ſill believe that God could, in faithfulneſs and truth, pere 


form his oth to himſelf, his sz E D, and all therein contains 


ed, without violating one ſacred teſtimony found ia the wris 


tings of the Prophets aud Apoſtles==and, we fhould ſup- 
poſe, they were ill fitted to ſtand forth as advocates for dir 


vine revelation, who could not male thir appear and we can 


hardly conceive of an enemy to*divine revelation, who can 


do more to injure its reputation, and weaken its authority; 


than ſuch who are continually labouring to prove the ſcrips 
tures a contradifory and incenſiſtent revelation—and it, the 
believing with the heart, the glad tidings contained therein, 
a of ſuch infiaite importance to mankind as is generally 
4 ſuppoſed 


That he 


and that all 
And we are alſo per- 
ſuaded that the ſcriptures brought by thoſe who have not 
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ſppoſed if, by believing we enter into reff—are delivered 
from condemnation——and from fear, which hath torment— 
it, by believing, we have peace and joy and if, without faith, | 
it is impeſſibie to pleaſe Cod if, wvhatſoever is not of fuith is fin— | 


and if, this faith, is the faith which the Patriarchs had, and, 
| which was once delivered unto the ſaints, thro? which they 


deen wonders—and as it is impęlſible to have this | 
faith where the teſtimony reſted on by thoſe who have be- | 


lieved, is not known—and, as it is impgſſible that any teſti- 


mony can appear true, that does not appear conſiſtentiy ſo: 


From all cheſe conſiderations, we conceive the greateſt 
friends to mankind, are thoſe, who, by proving the /crip- 
tures all yea, and amen in Chriſt Jeſus, and the God of | 
whom they teſtify a SAVIOUR, while he is juſt perſuade. 


| mankind to be reconciled unto. God—and by believing enter 
into reſt, and glerify Cod. While, therefore, there are ſo 
many calumnies raiſed againſt the truth of God, and ſo 


many ſouls for whom Chriſt died, made miſerable conſe... 


quent thereon, from every motive of duty, and affefion, we ö 


ought to labour to convince them that God, the only wiſe 
Gd, as heir, as the world“ Saviour, is worthy to be truſt· 
ed; and, notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid by an- 
cient and modern unbelievers of this goſpel of the grace of 


God, as delivered to the Patriarchs, they may, nevertheleſs, 


truſt in the Jehovah, who ſpake from above the ladder, 


and putting unbounded confidence in his word, reſt in the 


full aſſurance, that in 2he ſeed of Abraham all the rings of 


the earth foal be * 


To #» 
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To you who believe this word of Jehovah—this skED, 


. this Saviour is, muſt be, precious; to you in an eſpecial 
manner who are heads of families, every branch of which 


may ſhare largely in your affetion—when you find that 


* neither in ſpirituals, or temporals, they appear in themſelves b 
rid | as bleſſed as you wiſh them to be—when you can fad no kn 
= | conſolation from the things which are ſeen—then turn to # 
24 | your ſtrong hold, liſten to the voice from heaven—attend 1 
5 | to the God of truth—hear him declare, In thy ſeed ſhall all 85 by 
oh the families of the earth be bleſſed. it 
eſt | 19 
2 And you, who, as members of families, find not that 4 
of | peace, that happineſs your ſouls were made to enjoy, and 4 
ade which they therefore pant after tho' you may find but 11 
ater. fe bleſſings in the things of time, and ſenſe, yet you are 70 
fo emboldened to look up, and look forward with confidence, 
| ſo in expectation of the performance of the promiſe made to 
nſec. | the fathers. And in thy ſeed ſhall all the families of the earth 
ve be bleſſed. Are you poor? are you afflicted with family 
wiſe | | cares ?—In the world you are taught to expect tribulation, EY 
ost- but let it be your never failing conſolation, that in Chriſt N | 
an- Jeſus the promiſed ſeed, in whom all the families of the earth ny ff 
ce of | all be bleſed—you {ſhall be eternally bleſſ ed with durable ö 4 
leſs, riches, and righteouſneſs ; let then your condition in the + 
4der, world—in yourſelves, be what it may—how unpromiſing, 4 
the how diſcouraging ſoever it may be, and how depreſſed ſo- 1 
lies f ever your ſpirits may be, conſequent thereon, only admit. N 0 
ing it was Jehovah ſpake to the Patriarch, you, have no 5p 
8 graund for doubting ; id the SEED he ſpoke of, he declared Ki 
I 
At 
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you ſhould be bleſſed, and this divine declaration is as true 


to you, as the promiſe of the land was to the Patriarch; 
if there is any truth in divine revelation this is a truth; if we 
cannot depend on this, we cannot depend on any thing in 
the Bible, there is no teſtimony i in the Bible more clear 
none more ſtrongly confirmed—on the truth of it deperds. 
the chriſtian ſyſtem-—we conceive there is no geſpel if this 
is not true--there is no hepe that can ferve as the anchor of 
the ſoul, ſore and ſtedfaſt, if this is not true--God himſelf 
preached this goſpel--all his holy Prophets preached this 
goſpel--all his Apoſtles preached this goſpel, and they all 
preached it, as the truth of Jehovah to every creature -e 
aim at following their example--you have heard this goſ- 
pel of the ever bleſſed God--you have repeatedly heard 
another goſ pel-- you cannot help contraſting them in your 
mind. If there are any good beſide God-.if there are any 
righteous- if there A any whe love God with all thets 
hearts, in whom the love of the world ; is not—the other goſ⸗ 
pel preaches glad tidings unto hem, but there are ſome of 
God's creatures, in whoſe He „ dwelleth no good thing there 
are ſome of God's people who are unrighteous; many, 
very many, poor creatures who love the world, and tlie \ 
things of the world, in whom love to the Father is not- l 
many who are enemies to God by wicked works, and who 
are, therefore, without hope and without God in the world ; 
to each of whom, and to every other of the human race, 
aur goſpel is the meſſage of glad tidings, a proclamation of 
good things-+for it declares that in Jeſus the promiſed ſeed 


/ 
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all the families of the earth ſhall be bleſſed; and it is further- 


more declared, that the grand bleſſing of ſalvation cometh 


not by works of righteouſneſs done by the faved, but by 


the unbounded grace and never ending mercy of Jehovah, 
who ſaith, Be it known unto you, not for your ſakes do J da 


this but for my own name ſake, The God of our ſalvation 


is no publican, loving them only who love him doing good 
anly unto them that does good to him rendering evi for 
evil, loving only his friends, and hating his enemies: The 
God of this deſcription, is the author of the other geſpei.— 
Our God is good unto the evil and unthankful ; herein is 81s 
love mani ſeſied, in that while we were yet ſinners, he gave. 
himſelf for us and while we were enemies and dead, in treſs 
paſſes, and fins, quickened us together with Chrift Jeſus. 


Let us now then chuſe our Cod, and our Goſpel—if the 
former be God, ſerve him, but you muſt ſerve him with 
Fear, and, if you are acqainted with yourſelves—with for- 
renting fear. —If the latter be Ged, ſerve him-—but you 


may, and if acquainted with him, you muſt, you will ſerve 


him, without fear ; you will find his ſervice perfect freedom 


, yoke you will find ea/jy—his burthen, you will find 
light. Our golpel, is glad tidings of good things unto all pes- 
ple ;—the other goſpel is glad tidings of good things, to 


. ſome people, ſuppoſing them better than others, and ſad 
_ tidings of bad things to the greater part of mankind. The 


one goſpel is preached by divine authority—the other by 


Human authority: Now then chuſe ye, either the voice 
which ſpeaketh from heaven, or the doctrines and tra- 
ditions of men. j But, 
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But, ſome perhaps will be ready to ſay, I have made my 
choice but I will keep it to myſelf; 1 believe the ſcriptures 
a divine revelation, that God ſpake to Abraham, to Iſaac, 
| and to Jacob. 1 believe the goſpel preached 7 all God's 
holy Prophets, from the beginning of the world. I believe 
the Miniftry of reconciliation delivered to che Apoſtles. All 
this I ſtedfaſtly believe; but the world in general does not ; 
and they hate them that do. I will not, therefore, ſubject 
myſelf to the conſequences of their vate, by making a pub- 
lic profeſſion of my faith; nay I will avoid even the ſuſ- 
picion of thus believing; I will attend on that I do not 
believe, and ſupport that which I am perſuaded is no true; 
I confeſs I do not feel quite happy in thus acting, but I 
am afraid to do otherwiſe, and, on the whole, would rath- 
er truſt my foul and future circumflances in the hands of 
God, than my body, and preſent circumſtances in the hands 
of men. I am ſure that I am now, and ſhall be to all etor- 
nity, bleſſed in the ſeed of Abraham, : and if by appearing not 
to believe this, 1 can obtain peace and proſperity here, I 
ſhall have the advantage of thoſe zealous ſimpletons, who, 
being neither viſe or prudent, expoſe themſelves to every 


ſpecies of ill treatment when there is no occaſion for it, 


But, would. it not be well to enquire of the Oracles of 
God, whether there was any well grounded hope that this 
E difingenuous conduQ would really prove gaipful ; ; if there 
is, it may not be amiſs to adopt its but, ſuppoſe 1 it ſhould, 
on eee be Ms, that theſe wiſe and prudent folks 

were 
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were the verieſt fools in the world, and that God ſhould 
in a variety of ways, take care to fruſtrate their plans; 
ſuppoſe the Saviour of ſuch finners, who are thus aſhamed 


to own him before men, loving the praiſe of men more 


than the praiſe of God, ſhould, on a certain ſerious, ſolemn, 


future occaſion, be aſhamed of them before the Father, and 


his holy angels, and that they ſhould conſequent thereon, 


ſuffer more on fh day than ever they gained by their du- 


plicity ; ſuppoſe theſe crafty Believers who prudently turn 
aſide from this way of peace, in order.to ſecure the favour 
of them, to whom the way of peace is not known, ſhould find 


the word of God true, which declares, If my children walk 


not in my fatutes, I will vit their tranſgreſſions with a rod, 


and their iniquities with ſtripes ; ſuppoſe, being accuſtomed 
to believe this ſcripture was fulfilled, when the Saviour was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and we were healed with his 
ſtripes, they conceive they have nothing to dread rherefrom ; 
Are there not ſundry other parts of divine revelation which 
aſſures us that we ſhall really gain more in the way of peace, 
from our divine maſter, than we ſhall gain from the world by 


turning aſide therefrom ? If there are not, and that death 


puts on a level the faithful followers of the Saviour, wha 


would not diſown their Maſter to ſave zheir lives, and the 


time ſerving ingrates who renounce him for the gewgaws 


of an hour; then indeed of all the people in the world, 


the prophets, the apoſtles, and primitive chriſtians were 


the preateſt fools. But God is able to convince ſuch un- 


godly hypocrites, that they gained nothing by ſuch mean 


duplicity. 
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duplicity. He can Sd every man Foes to his works, 
without breaking the oath he ſwore unts Abrabam.-- God can 


recompence to them that trouble his faithful followers 
directly or indirectly, tribulaticn, and to you who are trou- 
bled, reſt xith us, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and on them that 
obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of 
the Lord and from the glory of his power, All this God 
can do--all this God will do, and yet perform the covenant 
and the oath he ſwore unto Abraham God can be God will 
be both faithful and juſt—he will be juſtified i «// his ſay- 
ings; the fulfilling one part of divine revelation, ſhall not 
render the fulfilling the other impoſſible, or impꝛacticable. 
It would be well if thoſe. wiſe and prudent believers would 
artend to theſe things, and believe as ſtedfaſtly that what- 
ever a man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo reap, as that, In the ſeed 
of Jarob, all the families of the earth ſhall be bleſſed. 


But leaſt the God of this world, who is ever intent on 
blinding the minds of God's people, ſhould, from the above 
cited paſſage, lead any mind to doubt the truth of the rev- 
clation of God, in conſequence of diſcovering, as they may 
conceive, ſomething like a contradiction to the truth preach- 
ed unto Abraham. It may be neceflary to obſcrve, that 
every word in the paſſage alluded unto in 2d Theſſ. 1, 7, 
8, 9, may be, and ig, Arictly true, without militating in the 
leaſt, with any of the gracious words — by the Saviour 
of the world. We 


be revcaled from Heaven with his mighty Angels in faming 


revealed, the Saviour ſhall take vengeance an them that 
now not God, and on them that obey not the goſpel. If 


ſinner, and the impoſſibility of their ever bnwing Gods 
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We are informed 5 the ſpirit, that the Lord Jeſus ſhall 


Are. Here we ſee, that it is the Lord Jeſut, and his mighty 
Angels, who are in the flaming fire. Secondly, When thus 


by raking vengeance on them that know not God, we are 
to underſtand the eternity of the ſtate of the ignorunt loft 


whom to know is lite eternal, after this period; this 
would be taking ich vengeance as. the grand adverſary 
would chuſe. This. would indeed be making God a liar, 
for it is written, , They ſpall all know me, from the leaſt unto 
the grea tf —the earth ſhall be. filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord. Would it not be much more conſent with divine 
revelation to ſuppole, that the vengeance taken on them, 
who Enow not Cod, would ultimately tend to the fulfillment 
of the truth of God they ſhall all know me ? If this was the 
caſe, how much ſoever they may ſuffer on the occaſion, 
yet, the day of God's vengeance would very properly ſtand 
connected with, comforting all that mourn. But, thirdly, 
When the Saviour thus comes in flaming fire, he ſhall, alſs 
take vengeance on them that obey not the goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I preſume the goſpel of our Lord Feſus 
chrig, and the goſpel preached unto the Patriarchs is the 
fame—and all who do not believe this goſpel, and yield the 
obedience of faith, which it requires, are the ſubjefts of this 
vengeance ; but if this vengeance was diſplayed in keeping 
1 thefs 
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"theſe offenders Hat in this Alete fate, it would be 
guſt as the grand adverſary would have it. But would: it 
not be more confiflent with divine revelation, to ſuppoſe 
that this vengeance of the Saviour of the world, would be 
executed in bringing into a tate of //ubjefion every ſuch 
character, according to the oath which Jehovah ſrare 
when the word went forth in righteouſneſs, Ifaiab 45, 23. 

I have ſworn by myſelf, the word is gone forth out of my mouth 
in righteouſneſs,” and ſhall not return, that unto me every knee 
hall bogo, every tongue fball ſwear, This would be a ven- 
geance" worthy of a God, of a Creator, of a Redeemer ; but 
was he in vengeanee to confign them over to eternal death, 

and eternal enmity againſt himſelf ; this, indeed, would prove 
the ſcriptures not true, nor the author of them acting con- 
Atent, with his character as God. C reater, and Redeemer. 
| Joſeph took ample vengiance on his brethren, who deter- 
mined never to bow down to him, without killing them 
he made them know Him, as the brother they were de fined 
to obey, and ultimately made them willing to obey. This 
was a vengeance which did him much more honor, and 


dis brethren more good, than if he had treated them as 


they, when wicked treated him ; but God the Saviour is 
not worſe than Joſeph. If, however, God the Saviour was 
to take fuch vengeance, as the unbelievers of the 'goſ- 
pel ſuppoſe, h ie would not only be worſe than Joſeph, but 
than any of the conquerors hiſtory has celebrated their 
Erſt object is to make the inhabitants of the countries they 

ſubdue „ their obedient ſubjects—if they cannot do this, they 
f B a „ . Will 
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vill go on to kill and to deſtroy; but God can make the peo- 
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ple who compoſe the kingdoms of the world, the obedient 
ſubjects of the kingdom of the Son. But this, it is, by the 
unbelievers of the goſpel, ſuppoſed impoſſible, notwith- 


ſtanding all that God ſpake to Abraham, and by the mouths - 


of all his holy Prophets from the beginning of the world ; 
becauſe it is added in the paſſage before us, that the dif. 


| obedicnt ball be puniſbed with everlaſiing dęſtruction from the 
preſence of the Lord, and the glory of his power. But the 
| believer, who believes what Abraham believed, can be- 


lieve the Apoſtle here without ſtaggering at the promiſe 


made to the Patriarch, through unbelief. The taught of 


God can ſee the truth in every place, and can ſet his ſeal 


to it. The believer of God's word can find various 


places in divine revelation, where the word everlaſting is 


introduced, where eternal was never intended. The land 


of Canaan was given for an everlaſting poſſeſſion. Gen. 
17, 8 —and Gen. 49, 26, ve find everlafling hills ſpoken 
of. God promiſes to David in 2d Sam. 7, 16—and thy 
houſe, and thy kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever; and 
1 Chron. 17, 14—but I will ſettle him in mine houſe, and 
in my kingdom for evermere, The Prieſthood of Aaron's 
ſons was everlaſting, Exod. 40, 15—the fiatute is de- 


clared everl/afling. Lev. 16, 34—the Prophet Hab. 3, 6, 
ſays, the everlaſting mountains were ſcattered. But it is 
Plain to every attentive obſerver, that theſe and ſundry. 
other places of like import, intend no more than a certain 
Fned time, ſo fixed by the Almighty God, that nothing can 


55 1 | alter 


Enfverſaliſm Undicated. 5 


— RY 


—ä— — 


— -Y — 
ſn 2 
r 


r 


L 
* 
iT 
1 
"= L 
Ls 
T. 
7 F 
. 
4 1 
n I. 
x 
' g 
, 
'T 
© : 
K 
. 
1 
1 
14 1 
| 4x 
i © 3 
 * 
| 
7 if 
e 
„ 14 
it \F 
4 
' * 
8 ; | 
4 
þ 
: * 
1 
4 
i 
» i 
N iT! 
*14 
„ 
ö 5 
i 
it, 
IK ©; 
. (8 
* £ 
1 
"1 
4 . 
FT, 
+ 
14 
bs 1 
1 
4 
1 'T 
; | 
1 
N j 
6 4 
Þ 1 
417 
4 * 
+ 
* > 
[1 
4 ; 
U F 
' 5 
[+ 4 L 
* ? 
: q 
< * 
+ 
1 * 
. 
8 7 
4 
1 
1 i 
1 
1998 
1 
4. 
1 
111 
®, ” 
1 18; 
+ 3 
* 
+; 
+ 
i} 3; 
"mV : 
TY 
{þ 
4 
4 
Wy 
if 
$ 
* 
I 
- 
9 
1 
: 
% | 
* 
= 4 
LY] l 
8 


15 . — — 
— — — — — ů 


alter their eee time. Ever, everlaſting does 
not, as muſt be by every one acknowledged, always intend 
never ending duration. If it ſhould be ſaid— the ſame. | 


phraſe is applied to God, and to life, and why ſhould we | 


not admit that they have the ſame ſignification? We anſ⸗ 


wer—Though God is called the everlaſing Father, and the 
life hid with Chriſt in God, is ſpoken of as everlgſting life, 
both, in the nature of things, muſt be, everlaſting. It is not 
therefore from the word everlaſting, but from the nature 
of Gad, and the life of the world in him, that we are per- ? 
ſuaded of the eternal duration of both. Thus, God our 
Saviour, may puniſh with everlaſting dęſtruction from his 
Preſence, and the glory of his power, the ſometimes diſobe- 
dient, who obeyed not the goſpel; by ſubmitting to che 


righteouſneſs of God 'by faith, and they may after this, be 


taught of God as it is written, all ſpall be, and conſequent 
thereon, Ine God, whom to know is life eternal, in as much 


as. every one who know him muſt know him to be what be is 
the life of the wu” | 


we have ſeen in various 8 of revelation the weed 
everlaſting made uſe of, where, inſtead of eternal duration 
being intended, there is no expreſs term of time pointed out; 
this muſt be left to him, who does all things well—he 
kpows how much chaſtiſement, whereof all are, partakers, 
is neceſſary for each individual; but, if the word ever/a/z- 


ing defiruftion, with which the Saviour will puniſh the dif- 
phedient, when he comes to be glorified in his ſaints, and 


* 


o 


to be admired i in all them that believe in that day—if. this 


deſteuction was to be an eternal deſtruction, we ſhould not 


hear the ſpirit by the royal Prophet thus declaring in the | 
9th Pſalm, and 6th verſe—O thou enemy, DESTRUCTIONS 


are come to a perpetual ind. Here we find from the ſpirits 
teaching, a perpetual end not to deftrudticn in the ſingu- 


lar, only, but deffru#ions in the plural. But could we 


have a new revelation wherein we were to be afured that 


the deſtruction in this place, which the Saviour ſhould pun- 
iſh his diſobedient people with, was of a never ending due 


ration—yet, it would not follow that theſe diſobedient, 


would be eternally puniſhed ; for if the puviſhment was for 


the purpoſe of ſubduing, and bringing them into an obedi- 
ent ſtate, as ſoon as this end was anſwered, they would 


ceaſe to ſuffer of courſe—for it would not ſeem right to 
and yet, to ſuppoſe that God ſhould 


puniſh the obedient ; 
puniſh from any other motive than his creature's good, 
would be to ſuppoſe what he never gave us any reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, from any thing he has ſaid in the reyelation he 


has given of himſelf, But ſtill it will be ſaid, that as the 
words are—who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deftruce 


tion, it is evading the force of ſcripture teſtimony to ſup- 


poſe it will ever have an end—eſpecially as this deſtruction is 
from the preſence of the Lord, and the glory of his power; 


hut, not to ſay that every thing that came from him, is 
from his preſence, and the glory of his power ; though ma- 
ny things not, in their natures eternal, yet, if this deſtruction 


Was * eternal, as well as everlafling—the text does not | 


ſay, 
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fay, that the di cſobedient Hall * uh puniſbed with deſ- 
truction from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glo- 
ry of his power. There is an immenſe difference between 
being puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, and being ever- 
laflingly puniſhed with deſtruction. The inhabitants of the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were puniſhed with eternal 
fire, for the fire which conſumed thoſe cities, and their in- 
habitants, came down from heaven, from God; and theſe 
people were ſet forth as examples ſuffering the vengeance of 
eternal Gre A bur «| they were not ſet forth as an cxample 


eternally ſuffering the vengeance of fire. There is as much 


difference between ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, 
and eternally ſuffering the vengeance of fire, as between 
time and eternity. To prove they were not doomed eter- 
ally to fuffer the vengeance of this eternal fire, we need 
only turn to the propheſy of the Prophet Ezck. 16, from 
the 48th to the cloſe of che 55th verſes, As I live, faith 


| the Lord God, Sodom thy ſiſter hath not done, ſhe nor ber 


daughters as thou haſt done, thou and thy daughters, Be- 
hold this was the iniquity of thy ſiſter 8Sedom. Pride, ful- 
nefs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs was in her, and in 


her daughters z neither did the ſtrengthen the hands of the 


poor, and necdy, and they were haughty, and committed 
abomination before me, therefore 1 took them away as I 
faw good.—When I. Pall bring again their captivity, the cap 
tivity of Sodom, and her daughter. When thy er Sodom, 
and ber daughters ſhall return to their former fate, &c.— 
Thus ſpake the ſpirit of God of theſe very people who were 
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as che Apoſtle Jude faith, fet forth as examples ſuffering the 


vengeance of eternal fire; but thus the ſpirit would no# 


have ſpoken of them, had they been ſet forth as an exam. 


ple, eternally ſuffering the vengeance of fire; for, had they 
been conſigned over to eternal fire, eternally to ſuffer in that 


fire they never could return to their former eſtate—but they 


may ſufer the vengeance of efernal fire, if they ſuffered but 


a moment, and yet return to their former eſtate; if we 


could find a fire here, chat never could, to all eternity be 
quenched— ſhould we put any member of our body into 


that fire, we ſhould ſuffer the pain of eternal fire, was it bat 
a moment, but we ſhould not efernally ſuffer the pain of 
this unquenchable fire. Our God is ſaid to be a conſuming 
fire ; and his ſervant John told his hearers that God 


ſhould baptiſe them with the Holy Ghoſt, 'and with fire. 
Baptiſm has ever been conſidered a cleanſing or purifying 
right, but a baptiſm of fire, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe to 


be a painful baptiſm— and, though the pain ſuffered by the 


ſubject cleanſed, is not te be conſidered expiatory, yet, in- 


finite wiſdom ordains it for good. If, then, God's chil- 


dren, his redeemed, do not walk in his ways, and obey him ; 2 


if they, from prudential prineiples, and for the fear or love 
of the world, forſake him, and follow a falſe Chriſt, or the 
voice of a ſtranger ; if they turn from their Saviour, with 
eontemptuous ſcorn, or neg/eF ; if they do not give heed 


to the things which they have heard, but let them flip; if 


they neglect fo great ſalvation, which at the firſt began to 
de ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 
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| that heard: 2 God alſo 3 Te witneſs with _ =_ 
wonders, they muſt expect the conſequence— which is tri- 
bulation and anguiſh, which many feel i in this day. If the 
word ſpoken by Angels was ktedfaft, and every tranſgreſ- 
fion and diſobedience received a Juſt recompence of re- 
ward how ſhall we eſcape the Juſt recompence and reward, 
if we negle& fo great ſalvation, as much greater than the 
word ſpoken by angels, as God is greater than the angels 
who ſpake ; we are, therefore, admoniſhed to hold faſt the 
profeſſion of our faith, without wavering, eſpecially finco 
_he is faithful that promiſed, ſo that, if we. ſhould be unfaith- 
ful to him, who made the promiſe, HR will not be unfaith- 
ful We are, therefore, admoniſhed to draw near with a 
true heart —not a falſe hypocritical heart, and, ſeeing that 
the God who made the promiſe, to Adam, to Abraham, to 
IJſaac, to Jacob, and all that he hy his ſpirit ſpoke to, is etern- 
ally, the faithful, 8 promiſe-keeping, promiſe per- 
Forming God, we are directed to draw near in fell aſſurance 
of faith 3 bur if, inſtead of thus conducting, we do not 
hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith, but directly; or indi- 
rectly renounce this profeſſion of our faith —if, inſtead of 
provoking one another to love, and good works, we ſhould. 
provoke one another to hate, and evil works—if, inſtead 


of aſſembling ourſelves together, and exhorting each other, 


and ſo much the more, as we ſee the day of the Lord ap- 
proachiog, in which, whatſoever was hid, ſhall be. made 
| manifeſt, we forſake the aſſembling ourſelves together ; if 
we thus e ſin, after we have received the knowledge 

| Ig 


OT, CC 
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of the truth, that glorious truth contained in the promiſes, 


and in the miniſtry of reconciliation which declares there 


is no more ſacritice for fins; Jeſus the one propitiatory i2- 


crifice for the ſius of the whole world, having died once 
for all. If, inſtead of walking in the faith of this, and aſ- 


ſembling with thoſe who do, you ſhould by a contrary con- 


duct deny this, and by every means in your power deſtroy 


what you once by faith and practice built up, and thus 
deny the Lord who bought you—-profcfiing ſtill to be un- 
der the law— which law gives nothing but a fearful looking 
for, of judgment, and firey indignation, which ſhall devour 
adverſaries. If you thus treat the Son of God, who was 
made under the law to redeem them that were under it— 
who, fulfilling the Law, and the Prophets, became the real, 


unequivocal Saviour of all men, from every curſe of the 


law: If thus you treat him, in whom as the promiſed sEED, 


all the families of the carth are bleſſed, with the ſame con- 


tempt you would whatever you thought good for nothing, 


but to be trodden under foot: If you wilſully ſin, after 


you have been made to know the efficacy of the blood of 


the covenant, of him who is the covenant of the people— 


whoſe blood really accompliſhed that, which the blood of 


bulls and goats did only in figure, by cleanſing from all fin, 


and ſo, conſequently, ſanctifying the redeemed. If, after 


you were once thus inſtructed to believe, that you were by 
this blood of the covenant really /an7ified unto God, and ac- 


cepted in this beloved. If, after this, you ſhould count this 


blood of the covenant wherewith you were ſanfified, an un- 
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Holy thing. If, inſtead of ſhewing by your conduct your 
gratitude to the grecicus ſpirit of Gud—for taking of the . 
things of Jeſus, and ſhewing them unto you; you ſhould, 
by your conduct, do deſpite unto this ſpirit of grace. Tt, 
he that diſpiſed the Law of Moſes, which was the miniſtra- 
tion of condemnation, by the deeds of which, no fleſh liv- 
ing could be juſtified; was, nevertheleſs, puniſhed with 
death, there being two os three witneſſes to prove the delin- 
quent had deſpiſed the law. Of how much ſorer puniſh- 
ment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who tram. 
ples under foot, not the law, in which ſo many curies were 
found, but the Sor of Gad who redeemed him from the ciirſe 
not the law, which made nothing perfect, but which was 
a figure for the time then preſent, in which were offered 
both gifts and ſacrifices that could not make him, that did 
the {ervice perfect, as pertaining to the conſcience ; but 
the Sona of God, who, through the eternal ſpirit offered 
himſelf without ſpot to God, having obtained atecnal re- 
den:;ptivn for us. Of how much ſorer puniſhment, than 
being put te death, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, 
who count the blood not the blood of bulls and of goats, 
which could not poilibly take away fins—but the blood of 
the covenant which cleanſetb from all fin, and by which, this 
vile ingrate himſelf, knew himſelf to be ſunctiſied, an unholy 
thing, and therefore not able to ſanctify him. Of how much 


ſorer puniſhment, than loſing our natural life, ſuppoſe ye ſhall 
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he be thought worthy, who do deſpite—not to the ſpirit of 


oral h, breathing through the law, the language of curſing 
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to every one who continueth not in all t! hings written in 


the book of the law to do them —but to the ſpirit of | 


grace, which teaches us, that we are not under the law, af- 
ſuring us that Jeſus hath redeemed us from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for us? But is there a puniſh- 
iſhmenr ſorer than death, which the ranſomed „ wilful of- 
fender may ſuffer ? Aſſuredly there is, many of God's 
children can ſet their ſeal to Mis; 


this forer puniſhment, have longed for death as a relief 


many in ſuffering 


therefrom. God's ſervant Job ſaid, in his trouble, — Let 


the day periſh in which I was born, let the ſtars of the 


twilight thereof be dark, let it look for light but have none, 
neither let it ſce the dawning of the day, becauſe it ſhut 
not up the doors of my mother's womb nor hid forrow 


from my eyes. Why 


w by died k not from the womb ? 


did I not give up the ghoſt, for now ſhould 1 hive lain 


fti!ll and been quiet. 


is in miſery, and life nnto the bitter in ſoul, which long. 


eth for death but it cometh not, and dig for it more than 


for hid tredſure, which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad 
when they can find the grave. Again we-find this man in 
the 7th chapter, ſaying—When I ſay my bed ſhall com- 
fort me, my couch ſha!l eaſe my complaint then t hc u 
ſcareſt me with dreams, anc terrifieſt me through viſions, 
ſo that my ſoul chooſeth ſtrangling and death, rather than 
life. Thus we ſee Job's afflictions were more ſevere 


than death. — Same is more to be dreaded than death 3 


ſo it ſeems, thought the Prophet Jer. 2cth chapt.—Curled, 


| | : {aid 


Wherefore is light given to him that 
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ſaid that Prophet, be the day wherein I was borg— Curſed 
be the man who brought tidings to my father, ſaying, A 
man child is born unto thee, making his heart glad; And 


let that man be as the cities which the Lord overthrew, and 


repented not; Becauſe he flew me not fi om tit womb ; or that 
my mother might have been my grave—Wherefore came I 
forth out of the womb tp ſee labour and ſorrow, that my 
days ſhould be conſumedith snamME. It ſeems the word of | 
the Lord was made a reproach unto him, fo that he faid, I 
will not make mention of him, nor ſpeak any more in his 
name; he heard the defuming of many. Report ſay they, 
and we will report it; hit was to the Prophet much 
worſe than death---ſo that he thought of himſelf as was 
once thought of Judas, that it had been better for him if 


he had never been e ee as he might have been 


—— 4s > typos <w— 


eternally bleſt in the 3EED without being born, and dying 


in his mother's womb, he would have eſcaped all the at- 
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flictions he conſidered ſo much worſe than death. From 
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| theſe and many other evidences which might be produced, 
we ſee there is a poſſibility of ſufferivg a punifhment much 


ſorer than what the deſpiſers of Moſes' law ſuffered, when 
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the witneſſes proved their crime ſo clear that they muff die, 
and as it is obſerved, without mercy. In that caſe juſtice, 
according to /aw, muſt prevail—as in many caſes among 
ourſelves, where, when a criminal is condemned, though 
the wretch throws himſelf on the mercy of the Court—the 
court will ſhew him no mercy—he muft die—his ſoul and 


body muſt be ſeparated, according to law—but, when ſens 
tence 
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tence is paſſed, the Judge never fails to commend the ſoul, 
on its ſeparation, to the mercy of the ſuperior Judge, well 
knowing, that, though his body dies wvithiut mercy, his ſoul 
may live in the mercy it may find with the ſupreme Judge, 
when ſeparated from the body, Job was terrified with vis 
fions, and longed therefore for the fleep of death, in which 
he expected no terrifying dreams ; bur if in this fleep of 
death, there ſhould be fomerhing as terrifying as any 
dreams can be, it would be a much ſorer puniſhment than 
being ſtoned to death. And this we may ſuppoſe the char- 
acters, who are adverted to in the epiſtle to the 7 hefalo... 


aians, may ſuffer. In fact, we are bound to believe that 


chaſtening, and ſuffering conſequent thereon, is one of tlie 


Theſe afflictions, 


either in, or out of the body, either in the preſent, or any 


future day, will be found neceſſary to bring home to God, 
and a juſt ſenſe of the baſeneſs of the conduct of the of. 
fender ; hence, they ſhall each for himſelf, be able to ſay, 
Before I was afflicted I went aftray—and as Jeſus once ſuf.. 


fered the juſt for the unjuſt to bring the ſinners, for whom 
he ſuffered to God, if it is neceſſary that the fooliſhneſs in 


the hearts of his obedient children, ſhould have the rod of 
correction to drive it out, he will not leave them wholly 
unpuniſh:d—they ſhall come and bow down before him, 
with weeping, and be afha med and confound -d for all that 
they have done againſt Him. They ſhall look upon him whom 
they have pierced and mourn. 


But 
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But ſome one will be ready to ſay All this tends to the 
good and final happineſs of the ſinner - very true, it does 
indeed, and it would be very ſtrange if any thing but g 
ſhould come ſrom a Being who is god. Indecd was the 
devil, or bad men, to take vengeance on any object of their 
reſentment, we ſhould naturally ſuppoſe the vengeance 
would correſpond with their natures; and when the Saviour 
comes to take vengeance on all who do not now and obey 
him, and to puniſh them for their diſobedience to him, 
who redeemed them from the puniſhment of „hat death, 
which, according to law, was the wages of their ſin; we 
ſhould ſuppoſe, whatever they may ſuffer, would ultimately 
tend to his glory as the Saviour, and their good as the ſa- 

ved ſo that they ſhould ever after kn9w and oley him. 


Oa the whole ther, we are bound to believe what God 
ſpaxe to the Patriarchs—that in the SEED promiſed to 
them, all the families of the earth ſhall be bleſſed ; and 
we are bound to believe what this SEED by himſelf, and 
his ſpirit in his Apoſtles, faith to the blefſed ia him—we 
ſee theſe teſlimonies do not contradict each other. The 
Son of God will ever be the Saviour of all men, and he will 
ever be the Lord, and Maſter of the ſaved, and will con- 
vince every unfaithful ſervant, that they ſhall gain nothing 
by their unfaithful conduct; he will make them know that 
in Eceping his commandments there is great reward that 
the way of wiſdom is the way of peace, and none other, 
and that the way of the tranſgreſſor is hard that the 
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ſherp, or his diſciples who pals under this character, who 
hear his voice, and follow him, find good paſture—while 
thoſe ſhcep who foilow the courſe of this world, and deny 
him, though he will not deny himſelf, will ſmart for it, in 
God's owa time, in God's own way, and they ſhall Ino co 
the Lord-—and they ſhall confeſs him to the glory of the 
Father. For, as I live, faith the Lord, to me every knee 
ſhall bow, and every tongue ſhall ſwear. When a country 
is ſubducd, the people who are brought into ſubjection, 


ſwear allegiance, they ſwear perpetual fealty—the oath of 


God is paſſed, that every tongue ſhall one day do this, and 
ſhail own that, in the Lord they have righteouſneſs and 


ſtrength. Jo him, then, trom whom they originated, ſhall 


they come, and all that are incenſed againſt him ſhall be 


aſhamed —tith-y ſhall be aſhamed and counfounded when 
they are made to know the love and goodneſs they have by 


their conduct ſo baſely treated—and it is in the Saviour's 


love and goodneſs they will fee the exceeding finfulneſs of 


their fin. 


Let ns then, who call ourſelves believers, - attend 


Ws | 
to the whole council of God; and while we profeſs to 


| belicve with our hearts, what the Patriarchs with their 


hearts believed, even the goſpel of the bleſſed God, which 
aſſured them, that in the ſeed promiſed, all the nations, all the 
families of the earth ſhould be bleſſed let us beware how we 
reject the reſidue of God's council connected therewith— 
what our bleſſed God hath joined together, let us never 


dare to put aſunder. We 
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We have no knowledge of the grace in which we ſtands 

but in the revelation of God—ard there is but one God, 
and but one revelation ;. we ſhould conſider every part of 
the council of God therein revealed, eſtabliſhed on the ſame 
authority. We profeſs to have no rule of faith beſide the 
revelation of God; and no rule ſo good as what we there 
find, for the regulation of our lives; let us walk by this 
rule; let us follow the example of the noble Bereans, who 
not only received the word preached unto them with all 
readineſs of inind, but ſearched the ſcriptures daily, to ſee 
whether the things they heard were ſo; Ie; we are 
told . of chem Delia. 


The feriprures are an invaluable treaſure ; but this treaa 
ſure is very much like the kingdom of heaven, of which 
theſe ſcriptures teſtify—a treaſure hid in this field of the 
world. 1 are but few who ben e the letter of 
revelation ; fewer ſtill who pay attention to what they read 3 
or ever make it the rule of, cither their faith, or practice. 
Amongſt the few of the human race who in any age, or 
country, have heard, or * ſcen the Bible, how very few 
have made application brats] in the firſt inſtance for the 
knowledge of truth, leaſt of all, for the knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jeſun even among ſerious profeſſors, con- 
ſcientious men, who love religion, and wiſh to make it a 
conſiderable part of the buſineſs of their lives, and not ſel. 
dom find ſome pleaſure therein, yet even theſe, the greater 
part of them take up ſome ſyſtem, or fragment of ſyſtem 


[ 
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on the credit of ſome great name, and when they after- 
ward make application to the Bible, it is not ſo much ta 
find religious ſentiments, as ſomething to ſupport the ſenti- 
ments they found before; and fo great is their love for, 


and their attachment to theſe favorite ſentiments, that, not 


even the words they acknowledge to be of divine orig:ng 


can be depended on; where they do not correſpond with 


their favorite opinions; but as they were taught to ac- 


knowledge the divinity of revelati>n, rather than give this 


up, they will make it ſpeak their own language; hence, 


every one who make application to the Bible, come away, 
more or leſs ſatisfied, in the adurance that they have found 
ſomething to ſupport their favorite ſentiments there; but 
as they, for the moſt part, find ſomething in the letter, at 


leaſt of revelation, directly oppoſed thereto, in order to 


avoid the uneaſineſs ſuch diſcoverics would occaſion, they 


are taught to think that, though in the letter theſe ſerip- 
tures do not ſupport Heir plan, in the ſpirit they do; it can- 


not be confidered of much conſequence what the ſcriptures 


teach ſuch who are accuſtomed thus to think of them. 


When we once admit the ſcriptures, as dictated by the 


unerring ſpirit of God, to be an infallible guide, to be con- 


ſiſtent, we ſhould follow no other. 
'of the guidance of this unerring guice, we ſhould pay cloſe 


and uagwayering attention thereto; if thus we do, with un- 


prejudiced minds, we ſhall ſoon find in the ſcriptures all that 


is neceſſary to be known for information, and conſolation. 
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In the lively Oracles of God, we ſhall learn our r origin, 
and end—we ſhall gain ſome knowledge of their infinitely 

_ -wiſe, graciqus, and powerful author—whoſe grace, wiſdom 
and power, in perfection to know, belongeth not to finite 
ereatures; but we ſhall find that he has gracioully revealed 
enough of himſelf to aſſure us that, he is worthy to be 
truſted, and that we may in every condition of life zruf in 
lim at all times, without fear. We ſhall find in theſe ſacred 
teſtimonics that we owe our origin to a Being who is em- 

. phatically ſtiled a faithful Creator we {hall find we were 
not, for nothing made, or merely for ourſelves; or his 
pleaſure awe are, and were created ; all things were made fer 
Him, by v all things were formed; here then we ſhall 
fi ud we are no? zur own. Behold, ſaith the Lord, all. ſouls are 


mine ; the earth is the Lord's and the fulneſs theresf ; the cat- 
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tle on a thouſand hills are his ; we are, aſſuredly, as much ſo; 
and, ſhall che Creator take care for oxen—ſhall he, in tender 
pity pay attention to Rabens toben they cry, and 40 Lyon. when 
{ they roar---ſhall he, as the Creator, and the preſerver of the 
created, continually extend his open, liberal band to ſatisſy 
every living creature with good, and will he nbt eternally ſa. 
lisfy the living ſoul with ſpir itual g good—with uimſelf? eter- 
nal praiſes be to him, for having, in the revelation he hath 
"Rees us with, allured us lie will. | 
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71 ks . ve learn that, the gracious Being who 
madle us for his own glory and our good, ſuffered us to fall 
into a ſtate of fin, and, conſequent thereon, into a ſtate of 
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miſery 3 and rhat our general mcther, being, by a ſubtle 
foe beguiled, we became ſubject to pain and death. But in 
the fame ſacred oracles. we are inſtructed to believe that, 

prior to this fall, proviſion was made by our faithful Creator, 


for our complete recovery from ſin, and miſery, by a Re- 


deemer; and this, we are aſſured was according to his eternal 


purpoſe, purpoſed in Chrift Jeſus our Lord, In order, how. 


ever, that this plan of free grace may anſwer the beneficent 


purpoſe of the infigitely wiſe, and gracious benefactor, in 


the manifeſtation of his glory, and the creatures unutter- 


able felicity ; we ſhall find in theſe ſeriptures, that the ſame 
faithful Creator, who gave us a being, who ſuffered us to 
fall from the ſtate in which we were firſt placed, into the 
preſent ſtate of fin, and ſorrow z that ſin might appear ex- 
ceeding ſinful, gave us his law; and this law when given, 
being holy, juſt, and good, heaven an earth muſt paſs away 
before a tittle of this law mould remain unfulfilled. This 
law, we ſhall, in theſe ſacred ſcriptures find, was added 
that the offence might abcwnd ; that, that may be known to 
be fin, and of courſe an offence againſt God, which never 
would have been known to be ſo was it not for this law. 
1 had not known that luſt was fin, ſaith the Apoſtle, if the 


| commandment had not ſaid, Thou ſbalt not covet. Another 


reaſon we ſhall find for the giving this law was, that every 
mouth might be ſtepped, and all the world become guilty before 
God. Theſe ſcriptures inform us that, this law abounds - 
with curſes denounced againſt the diſobedient, and with 
rewards promiſed to the obedient. But, though w 

5 ; | | bound 
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bound to believe ws: the Afﬀembly of Divines in their 
ſhorter catechiſm, © That no mere man fince the fall, hath 
ever kept the commandments of God, but do daily break 
them in thought, word, and deed ;” and, though we are 
bound to believe what we find eſtabliſhed by an authority 
more to be depend ed on than the former, that by the deeds of 
the law xo firfb living can be juſtified, yet, we have in theſc facred 
records, an hope full of immortaii'y, in the afſurance tbat be, 
who gave the law, condeſcending to be made under it, hath 
redeemed us from its curſe ; and the death, which the 1ravſe 
greſſion thereof merited, as the wages of fin, Jeſus as the 
head of every man, ſuffering this death once for all, hath re- 
deemed them from ; and, having aſcended up on high, lead. 
ing captivity captive, receiving gifts for men for rebellious 
men. We now hear him ſaying, in cheſe ſacred pages, 
Becauſe I live ye ſhall live alſo. Thus we ſee in the lively 
oracles of God, how the ju God can be the Saviour ; we 
here find that, mercy and truth hath met together, that righ.« 
teouſueſi and peace hath embraced each other and that Cod, 
being in Chrift, reconciling the world unto himſelf, not 
imputing their treſpaſſes unto them, beholds them now 
in him; on whom, as the fin offering he laid the ini- 
quitics of all, who, like. ſheep had gone aſtray, that 
he may put them away by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and 
may appear the Frond Hoes without theſe ſins unto 
ſalration. 
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But, again, we are in theſe pages of inſpiration taught 
that, being thus redeemed, we are under a newlaw— which 
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is the law of love. A new commandment ſaith the Redeemer 

J give unto you, that you love one another ; in keeping this 

co:umandment there is a great reward —great peace have 
they that love this law. Love to God, and love to man, 
is che conſequence of believing with the heart the goſpel of 
the g1 rde of God when we know God we love God. If, 
{aid Dr. Waits, all the world my Saviour knew, then all 
the world would love him too.; not becauſe he was the 
Doctor's Saviour, would they have loved him, but, in #now- 
ing him, they would have known him to be their Sa vicur 
alſo z for as God ſo loved the world as to give them his 


Son, and ia this Son given, everlaſting life, did the world 


know this, they would all be able and willing to ſay with the 
Apoſtles, we love him becauſe he firft loved us. If we are 
believers of the truth, we ſhall love our Saviour—he will 
be forever precious to us; but loving him, we. ſhall love 
what he loves—but knowing that he is love, and that, as 
love unbounded „he is the lover of all the families of the earth, 
if we are under the influence of his ſpirit we ſhall, in our 
meaſure, love them alſo. The diſciples of Chriſt, as his 
diſciples, are ever under the conſtraining influence of the love 
of God—the fruit of tho ſpirit they are led by, is love. 


There are many who ſpeak peace to themſelves in cons 


| ſequence of finding their affections drawn forth toward 


their brethren, and ſuch as they are loved by: Thus to 

love, is indeed very natural, and very proper, but in loving 

them we are beloved by, we are no better than: publicans ; 

for they love them by whom they are beloved. Self. love 
| | 1 
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will oblige us to feel an affection for thoſe we are loved by, 


and who contribute to our pleaſure or profit; but this 
love will continue no longer than while we gain, or expect 


advantage from the object beloved but this ſort of love 


_ reſembles not the love of the Saviour—this is not loving 


one another as he loved us. Beloved, ſaith the Apoſtle, let 
us love one another; for love is of God, and every one that 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God 4 he that loveth 
not, knoweth not God 3 for God is love. In this as 
manifeſted the love of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his 
only begotten Son into the world that we might live through 
Bim; and, that we may be at no loſs to know the nature 
of this love of God, the ſpirit adds, Herein is hve, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the 


Propitiation for our fins, Here we clearly ſee the nature of 


divine love, it is prior to the creature's love, and was felt by 
the infinite mind for, and is manifeſted to the children of 


men, as ſinners, doomed by the ſentence of God's righteous 


law to death; but inſtead of being hated, or deſpiſed by 


the offended Father, he loved them ſo, as to ſend a Saviour 


to be a propitiatory ſacrifice for them, that ſo it may be, on 


every principle of truth and righteouſneſs, ju to ſave them. 


From theſe confiderations we are bound to believe that, 


God loves his enemies, and proves this love, by doing 


good for them who even deſpitefully treated him—ſuch 
who do deſpite unto him, as a _ of grace —hence we 


find the precept and example of o Ir blefſed Maſter for- 
ever accompanying each other Lad it, would indeed be 


1 44 


exceeding 
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excecdiug ſtrange if it was not ſo; for.-he who ſpeak as 


Never man ſpeak, was not only mighty in word, but in deed 
alſo, before God and the people ; accordingly this divine 
teacher, both by precept and example, ſaid unto his follow- 


ers, If you do Ny to them who do good to you, whar 


: thank have you ? for ſinners alſo do even the ſame; and if 


| ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank 


g {<4 


have ye? For ſinners alſo lend to ſinners to receive as 
much again. But love ye hour enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping: for notbing again ; and your reward ſhall be great; 
and ye ſhall be children of the Higheſt—fer be ir kind ts 
the unthantful and to the evil, | 


% 


The Apoſtle John having turned the attention of his be- 
len ed brethren to the conſideration of God's love for ſin- 
| ners, diſplayed in the gift of the Son, as the Saviour of the 

ſianers loved—he adds, Beloved, i Cod þ loved us, we 
ought alſo ts love one another; we ought indeed; and who 
ſo likely thus to do, as thoſe who in their hearts believe 
the word God hath given unto us, and rbis is the recard— 
What is the record? That God bath given ur eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son, This record is witneſſed by all 


that is called God or worſhipped, for there are three that 


"hear record i in heaven, the Father, the Mord, and the Holy 


Ghoſt ; and theſe, three are one—and there are three that bear - 


witneſs i iu carth—the 5 pirit, the 1 ater, and the Bload, and theſe 


three agree in one. Now, if in momentous matters, we re- 


ceive the witneſs. of men—the witneſs of God is greater. 
For 6h18, faith the Apoſtle is the witneſs which he hath 1855 
| tified. 
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tified of 3 8 Son—and he that believerh on the Son of Cod, hath 
the witneſs in himſelf the foirit of God witneſſetch with his 


ſpirit, to the truth of rhe divine record—which is, that 
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God hath given us eternal life, and life thus given, is the 
given 8 Son, hid with Chri/t i in God. The Apoſtle aſſures us, 
he that del eveth not this record, God bath made him a liar ;, 

| f | or, he chat believeth not this record thus given on the 
1} il credit of ſuch a witneſs, hath made God a liar, by affirm- 
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— Toots oo 
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ing he has not given to unbelievers in his Son, eternal life. 
In either caſe, i it is exceeding clear from the divine record, 

that God bath given, freely given, to the unbelieving ſinner, 
life, in his Son; and this life thus given, is eternal life, 
and muſt be, if the Son, in whom it is given is eternal; for 
the g gifts and callings of God are without repentance. It is 
not then the believer of this goſpel of the ever bleſſed God, 

but 1 the unbeliever alf9—for, if « God. 2 loved him as to give 
him the, Son ; if the Son thus given, is. not the Propitiatien 


Fer. the 1 of believers only, but alfa, for the 2 of 1 the 


whole world, ſure there can be no part of the. buman ſpe- 
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cies, who, we mould conſider without the pale, of. our af- 
feQtian, ., 
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But though we are e obliged by che law of Chriſt to love 
What he loves, yet we are not bound to love what! is not 


loved by bim; we are not, even allowed to love what he 
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came to defro—the works of the Devil ; but we are bound 
to love, and not in word only, the works of God, which be 
came ro ſeek, and to ſave—and this, becauſe we ourſelves 


are the loved of God. If: any thing can gain the creature's 
TR | | ove, 
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Feigned, for our fellow ſinners. 


yort, 'ir it is the manifeſtation of the love wherewith they are 
loved of God—this love is manifeſted in the word of the 
truth of the goſpel, and to all wko believe this word, rhat 
bringeth unto all men [alvation, the Holy Ghoſt delivers the 
word of exhortation, conſtantly admoniſhing them to love 


one another, Let love, ſaith the ſpirit, be Withege\ diſſimula- 


tion ; be kindly afeFioned one to anther, with brotherly love, 
in boner preferring one another. Bleſs them who perfecute ; ; 


Heſs, and curſe not ; rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 


weep with them that wee. Be of the ſame mind ent towards 
another ; recompence fo no man evil. If thine enemy hunger, 
feed him ; if be thirſt, give him drink; be not overcome of 


evil, but overcome evil with good; | Love wworketh ne ill to bis 
neighbour. Whether the diſciples of our bleſſed Maſter 
obey theſe divine injunctions or not, we have the conſola- 


tion to know the maſter himſelf will be eternally good, and 


never give a precept, without the example. There cannot 
be a more inconſiſtent character, than a profeſſing diſciple 
of Jeſus Chriſt, hating, or not loving his fellow ſinner; 3 let 
us then, reſt aſſured of this, that we have Juſt as much of 
the religion of God, and no more, as we have of love un- 
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There are many who call themſelves chriſtians, and be⸗ 


2 Hevers of che goſpel of the bleſſed God, which Preacher. peare 
unto them that Were nigh, and unte them that were ofat . 


who conſider them that are not nigh, in Sol and mannert, 
, of another ſpecies ; but, can ſuch be the tavght of God? 
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how full ſoever their heads may be of opinions, can they 
in their hearts be under the influence of the ſpirit, of the 
Saviour z However, even theſe, ſhould be. conſidered rather 
as objects of compaſlion, than reſentment. - We are. taught 
to believe that, no man can know the things of God, but by the 
teaching of the ſpirit of God. Why then ſhould we fit at nought 
Z our brother becauſe he hath not this teaching? What have we 


that we have not received 7 If, indeed, we were authorized 


to believe that, they who are not taught of God, are not 

| the loved of God, we ſhould have ſome pretence for diſpi- | 
ing. them; but this we dare not believe, knowing, as we 
do, that God is love, and that he loved the world fo as to give 
them his Son to be their peace, though he has not get ſeen fit 
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to give them the knowledge of the things which make for 
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_zheir peace, we, ourſelves were ſome time without the know- 
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ledge, of God as our Saviour, and diſobe: ear ; Who maketh 
unte diger? bk, 8 
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* Bettevers of the truth as it is in Jeſus, are too apt to for- 
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get what they themſelves were, and what they would have 
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continued ſtill to be, had they not, by divine power, been 
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brought out of darkneſs, and brought into Tight ; ; the 
things which made for the peace of Believers, were once | 
id from, their eyes; they, did not then know that any 
Thing made for their peace; they then believed they were 


not in the covenant of God's peace; and were children of 
wrath, filled therewith, | and enmity againſt God. But 
| when God ſaid, Let there be light, there Was light, and i in 


this light "they aw chat, our God is light, and this light 


not 
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not only heir life, but the life of the world, who now, like 
themſelves ſometime ſince, laid in the wicked one; but from 
the moment the ſoul is taught of God, and have power 


given him, to believe the ſpirit's teaching, he knows what 


he never knew before—that the Creator is the Saviour—the 


light, and the /ife of the world. the taught of God once 


believed this doctrine was a very erroneous doctrine, origi- 


nating from the deceiver of the nations, and that none but 


unholy Prophets ever preached it; but ow they know it 


is the dectrine of God the Saviour, and contains the true 
ſayings of God; and that it was preached not only by the 
living and trus God himſelf, but by all his holy Prophets from 
the beginning of the world. And they-alſo know'that, in 
the fulneſs of God's time, the reſt of the world ſhall know 
this; of this they are aſſured by. the faithful, and the 


true God, whoſe ſpirit dictated to his choſen ſeribes what 

is written 3 They ball all be Taught of God—they ſhall all 

— from the leaſt to the greateſt. The earth ſhall be. Hl. 

lied with the knowledge of the Lore. e eee 
0 | 


= Thus inſtructed, we are inexcuſeable ſhould we treat 
with contemptuous ſcorn any of the benighted ſons of men. 
Let us then view them, not as they view themſelves, butas the 


ſpirit of truth teaches us to view them, that is, as the off« 


ſpring of our common father, as the loved the ranſomed, 


and ſaved in the Lord, with an everlaſting ſalvation, though 


ſuffered for a time, for reaſons beſt known to infinite wiſs 


dom, to remain under the dominion of an adverſary, who 
ruleth with great wrath, knowing he ſhall; reign but a little. 
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extileak-This beio g. the, caſe, it is not to be expedited we ſhall 


| find peace in the world—our divine Maſter: Hath told ds 


That, in the world we ſhall find tribulation nor can we 
expect that the ſetf-righteous will treat us well, while the 
people of this character treated their and our Savibur fo 
very ill—they bated mes faid the Savibur, and they will hate 
vou. The Believers of God's truth; however, have gteatly 


the advantage of thoſe they are hated and deſpiſed by; for, 


they: ſuffer only _ whkour while their Eee: ae 


| from withio, 


bene mond never forget hat many of the oppofers 
of qivine truth, are ſincere honeſt men and thinking the 


truth a fulſbeod, verily think with themſelves they ought to 


do many things — every thing in their power, to prevent the 
ſpread therrof; in order thus to do, they think they ought 
to do all in their power to prevent men from hearing 2his 
geſpeln lea caſt- they ſhould: believe it; and, as they cannot as 
they would, do Ged ſervite, by killing his woitnefes,. they 
think they ought to do all they can to murder their good 
amt f but, if they act from confcientious principles, do 
they: not the: 35% that in'thein fewer lies ? If they ins 


they do God (ſervice in injuring- you, they are as honeſt, 


and ſincere in their intentions, as you" are. But, ſome one 
may be ready ro lay they do not think ſe they cannot 


think they arp doing God ſervice: in injuring any one. 


Bur, why not? The Apoſtle once thought He ſerved Cod; 
while he was doing all he could to ipjure His fellow 


members 3 and, though he was a learned man, through is 
K | 


norance 


— — 


fx 
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norance he did It. 5 but, though, ignorant, he whs very 
conſcientious, and lived, according to his judgment, as 
touching God's law, blameleſs. But whether the unbe- 
liever is right or wrong, we may reſt aſſured of this 
it is not right for us to fit in judgment on him. | Let 
us judge no man before the time——all Judgement is committed 
wnto the Son; let us remember that, with. what judgment 


ave judge, we ſpall be judged—what meaſure we meaſure ſhall 


be menſured 10 us again. If we ſhould paſs judgment on 


our fellow members, and affirm they are iaſiacere, they 


will fay the ſame. of us—they will judge us, as we judge 
them; let us labour then, rather to cultivate a ſpirit of 


 charity—it, is greater than faith, or hope. | Though I, faich 


the Apoſtle, /peak with tongues of men and angels, and baut 


not charity, I am become a ſounding braſs,.or 4 tinkling cymbal ; 


and though I have the gift of prophecy, and. undenſtand all myſ. 


teries and all knowledge ; and though Tehave all faith, fo theft 


1 could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing: 
and though 1. beflow ail my goods to feed the poor and though 
I give my body. to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth 
me nothing. : Charity ſaffereth long, aud it lind: charity en- 
uiethh not, charity vnunteth not i helf, is not puffed np, doth not 
behave itſelf unſeemly, 'ſeeketh not ber oꝛun, is not eafily provoke 


| ed, thinketh no evil, refoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth i in the 


truth; bedrath all things ; charity never - faileth—oo0 wonder 


then that we are taught by the ſpirit to follow after charity. 
P ut « on, therefare, as the ele? of Cod, holy, and beloved, bows Is 


| of mercies, Kindneſs, Buinbleneſs HF mind, mecbneſ, Tong ſuſfer- 


ing ;  fortearing one another, and forgiving one another ; if 


_ any man have a quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt fergave you, 
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'0' a Ito FFP above all things put on charity,-which j is the 
bond of penfectneſi— and let the peace of Cod rule in your hearts, 
to which alſo ye are called in one body. When the Apoſtle 
Peter informed the ſtrangers ſcattered abroad , that the end 
of all things was at hand, he adds, be ye therefore ſober, and 
watch unto prayer, and above all things have fervent charity 
among ourſelves, for charity foal cover the multitude of fins. 
The ſame Apoſtle in his ſecond epiſtle, having ſpoken of 
the grace; and peace, multiplied through the knowledge of 
God, and of Jeſus our Lord, according as his divine pow 
er bath given unto us all things that pertain to life and 
godliaeſs, through the knowledge of him that hath called 
us to glory, and to virtue; [whereby are given unto us ex- 
ceediag great and precious promiſes, that by theſe you 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having eſeaped 
the corruption that is in the world through luſt, adds, 
And brjides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue hagtolelgt; and to knowledge temp eratice'; and 
to temperance patience ; and to patience podlineſs and to godlinefs 
brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherl y kirdneſs charity; Here tha- 
rity ſeems the top ſtone of the building. But, Be that lacłk- 
eth theſe things is blind, and cannot ſee afar'off ; and hitth +46 
. rr that he warf purged n his old _ N 


* iS, 


a There are e many who Gam pleaſed to hear of he. grace 
of God bringing ſalvation unto all men. They are de- 
| lighted in hearing that they who were ſomerimes darkneſs, 
are now light in the Lord. But they love not to hear the 
word that exhort them to walk as children of the Jight—ma- 


* 


n 
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ny are diſpleaſed with the mentioning of this, leaſt it 


ſhould lead the ſoul from Chriſt—but as our eternal hap. 
pineſs depends on what we have in him, ſo our preſent fe- 
licity in a very great degree, depends on our obedience to 
his divine injunctions; indeed we have goed reaſon to be- 


lieve we never ſhould have heard of them, if this was not 


the caſe—for, as we were made for his giory, and our own 
good; and, as happineſs is, indeed, © our beings, end, and 
aim,” he who gave us a being, could have no other end in 
view in all his council, but his own glory and our good. 
The religion of our God was never deſigned to diminiſh 
our pleaſures, but to increaſe them—there is nothing en- 
joined on us by our divine Maſter, the performance. of 
which would not tend to our preſent happineſs, was thers 


no hereafter—the way marked out by infinite wiſdom is 


indeed a way of pleaſantneſe, and all the paths of our forerunner, 


are, indeed, paths of peace. This, the ſoul of every one,who 


has ever been indulged with the privilege of walking there- | 
ia, can fit his ſeal to the truth of—it is the way of the tranſ- 


| greſſor alone, that is hard—our Maſter's yoke is eaſy, and his 
burden is light, 


O that men were wiſe, that. they under. 


ſtood this, they would know that his commandment i is fe 
everlaſting. 


The generality of mankind ſeem prone,  evermore, to 
run from one extreme to another—they ſeem diſpoſed to 


be, either the ſlaves of ſuperſtition, or infidelity they will 


either be their own ſaviours, or do nothing they will be 
.as God, or they will not be as men, but rather as devils. 
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Bur 2 forme n 3 who ſeem' as much 


afraid of the preaching of the croſs of Chriſt, as Paul 


preached at, as ſome profeſſors are of the enforeing the ne- 


ceſſity of thoſe who believe, being careful io maintain good 
avorks they cannot bear to hear of the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath: made us free, leaſt men believing i it, ſhould uſe 
this liberty as a cloak for. Jicention/neſs—fer an occaſion 10 the 
Beſb ; 
clares of the complete ſalvation wrought out by the Saviour. ® 
of all men ; hut, could they confider, that this. glorious 
liberty, whcrewith Chriſt hath made us free, is, in fact, ts 


v 
* 


to ſuch it is ever painful to hear what the ſpirit de- 


die delivered from the bandage . of corruption; they may * 
rn more diſpoſed to attend thereto. 


o 


The children of men in every age has ee fo 


| Arong a diſpoſition to abuſe liberty, that thoſe who might 


have ſuffered from the abuſe thereof, would rather it was 


never known, than that they ſhould run the riſk of 


ſuffering directly, or indir caly therefrom ; : they think of 


liberty as an ignorant perſon once thought of the rain, 


: that ane time with anot!: er it did full as much hurt as good; 
bur God hath. made us to know chat, where his ſpirit is, there 
is liberty. And as this ſpirit once proclaimed liberty to the 


captives, and the opening of the priſon to them that were bound; 


5 ſo, wherever this ſpirit is, as a teaching ſpirit, it will incline 


us to reforce in the liberty wherewith Chri/? hath made us free, 


Aud then, admoniſh us ue ver more lol be entangled with any 
yole of bondage. | Liberty 10 tranſgreſs the Law of Chriſt, 


, 
s 


— 


would lead to the worſt of ſtavery, if the liberty was uſed. 


The 
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The ranſomed of the Lord are all free men—but, though 
the children of men, being made free by the Son of God, are 
free indeed; yet, it is only in the City of God, they can ia 7 
perfection behold themſelves thus free, 
are not at home, 
this world. Hence the Apoſtle Peter in his, ſecond Epiſ- 
tle, faith, Dearly beloved, I beſeech you as Strangers, and 
Pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly luſts which war againſt the foul. 
But, though the Bclievers of the truth, muſt feel they are 
not at home — they are admoniſhed by the Apoſtle to con- 


In this world they 
The Kingdom of their King is not of 


duct with propriety in this ſtrange country. Having, ſaith 


_ the Apoſtle, your converſation honeff among the Gentiles, that f 
| whereas they ſpeak againſt you as evil doers, they may by your 


good works which they ſhall behold, glorify God in the day of 
their viſitation. He therefore adds, Submit yourſelves to. ev- 
ery ordinance of man, for the. Lord's ſake—whether it be.untd 
Kings, if under a monarchial government, or unto Governors, 


in any other Government, as unto them that are ſent by him 


for the puniſhment of evil deers, and for the praiſe of them that 


de well ; for fo is the will of Cod, that with well doing ye may 
put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh men; as free, and not uſing 
liberty for a cloak of malicionſneſs, but as the ſervants of Gd; 
for he adds, what glory is it, if when ye be buffetted for your 
Faults, ye take it patiently, but if ye do well, andrſuffer for it, 
and take it patienth, this is acceptable unto God, for even heres 
wnto were ye called; becauſe Chriſt alſo ſufered for us, leavitig 
us an example that ye foould follow his eps; tor, though Jelus | 


did no ing neither was guile found' in his mouth, yet, when 


M he 
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divine maſter—are too apt to forget the charaQer they 
: ſtand 1 in; living in, they feel as if they were of the world, 
and that they have the ſame cauſe for medling with the 
things which pertaln to this ſtate, as the world in general 
have. But were we to give due attention to our divine maſ- 
ter, we ſhould hear him ſaying, Ve are not of the world even as 
I am nt of the world, The Diſciples of our Saviour would 
avoid much vexation, ariſing from ſoul ſickening diſap- 
poiatment, were they to conſider themſelves in their proper 
character, they would not then expect more than they Aud ä 
and they would be much more pleaſed, and much more 
| _ thankful, for what they have. Confidering themſelves as 
Strangers, and Pil grims, they would find themſelves in the 
preſent day, much beter treated than they had: reaſon to 
expet—and theſe confiderations would greatly tend to the 
increaſe of their happineſs through this journey of life. 


¶ haue choſen you, ſaid. our bleſſed maſter—out of the world. 
but this. choice fell on them, not in conſequence of any. 
ching more excellent found in them, than i in the world they 


were choſen. aut of; nor were they. choſen- merely. for 


their own profit leaſt of all were they choſen for che pur- 
poſe, of injuring che world they werg choſen, out of; the. 
choice Which fell on. them, is another eyidence, af the love 

of bim 3 10 ho choſe them, for chat World, out of which they, 


; | Were 


— 


EN . £4 i 2 » . * To : : 
Believers of the truth as it is in Jeſus Diſeiples of our 
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were choſen; for he aſſures them, on whom the choice 


fell, that he ſent them forth, not as wolves among ſheep, 
to injure or deſtroy them—O no, he, himſelf was not ſent 
by the Father for this purpoſe, he came not to deſtrey 
hien's Hives, but to ſave them, I ſend you forth, ſaid the 
great Maſter, as ſheep in the midſt of wolves —be ye barmliſt 


as diver. But they were not choſen to be merely nega- 
tively good—they were choſen to be pr/itively ſo. Ye 


are, ſaid the Saviour, he light of the world. Light i is good, 


and as Jeſus himſelf came a light into the world, ſo, we 


hear him declaring I am the light of the world. Whats 
ever, therefore, the Son is to the world in à natural ſenſs, 
Jefus is ſpiritually to the children of men. The choſen of 
the Lord, are not ſent as a cloud of darkfeſs to vill the Son 
of righteouſneſs, but to bear witnefs to this light, declar- 
lng ir to be the true light that lighteneth every man that cometh 
into the world, Again he ſaith, Ye are the ſalt of the earth. 


Salt; in the Hand of a man ſkilled in the quality of ſoils, is 


very uſeful ; men acquainted" with agricultural concerns, 
well know that; the earth's ſterility has frequently been re- 
moved by fo wing it with ſalt; but, what ſalt is to the earth, 
in a philoſophical point of view, the choſen of the Lord 
was ordained to be to the children of men, in a moral ſenſe 5 


| but, as the falt would be good for nothing, but to be troden 


under foot of n man, when it had Toft its favour, ſo would 
they, though choſen, ſhould they loſe theirs, | But what 
3s their favour * The name that contains ſolvation. The 
name 's the Lord, is as ointment poured” forth, therefore 
Ace _ 
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do the virgins love thee. The hnowledge of @hrift is the 
favour of the ſalt, Now, ſaith the Apoſtle, Thanks be unto 
God, who always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, and maketh 
manifeſt the ſavaur of his knowledge by us in every place. By 


his knowledge ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall my righteous - 


ſervant juſtify many. But, ſaith the Apoſtle, we are not 
as many who corrupt the word of God. Dead flies in the 
ſweet ointment of the apothecary, cauſeth it to. ſend forth 
a ſtioking ſavour—this brings on corruption. But the 
Apoſtle was determined to know nothing but Chriſt, and 
him crucified, Ye are, faith the Saviour, to his diſciples, 
The /alt of the earth ſalt preſerves from putrefaction. 
Thus, they are choſen, not for the purpoſe of gaining ad- 
vantage in the world for themſelves, but, rather, that the 
world may gain infinitely greater advantage through them. 
When the head of every man addreſſed his head, we hear 
him ſaying, As thou haſt ſent ine into the world, even ſo have 
1 alſo ſent them into the world. But we know that the Sa- 
viour ſaith, the thief cometh not, but for to ſteal, and to 
kill, and to deſtroy. I am come that they may have life, and 
that they may have it more abundantly ; ſo that the grace of 
life may abound more, than the death which was the wages 

of fin. The Saviour prayed chat the ſent by him, may all 
be. one as che Father and himſelf were one; nor for theſe 
only did he Pray, but for all them that ſhould believe on 
him through their. word ; : - that they, ſaith the Saviour, may 
| be all one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
| they alſo may be one in 5 that the world may believe that 

£1 thou 
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4 thou haſt ſent me: I in them, and thou in me, that they 
a may be made perfect in one; that the world may know that 
5 thou haſt ſent me, and that thou haſt loved them, as thou 
y- haſt loved me. Thus we find the Saviour had the falva- 
; 


tion of the world in view, when he was praying for his ſent. 


t ſervants—that the world may in the firſt place now that 

6 he was the ſent of God—and, ſecondly, that the Father 

h 8 who ſent him loved them as he loved their Head and Saviour. 

e God ſo loved the world he gave them the Sons 

4 Ye choſen of the Lord, to you the ſpirit ſpeaks, when | 
A he ſays—you ſee your calling brethren, it is an high calling, f 
bt it is an holy calling; peculiarly bleſſed are they who are x 
T found faithful. : 
But, that we may grow in the grace, and in the knowl. | 
* edge and love of God, let us give more earneſt heed to the ſ 
24 thin gs which we have heard; let us be more converſant with b 
* our Bible —let us labour to gain an acquaintance with the f 
5 original language of this beſt of Books. I do not mean f 
1d the Hebrew, or the Greek languages, alas ! there are none | 
of who.know leſs of the Bible than the people whoſe theſe lan- | 
es | Swügel 8 1 mean the metaphorical or figurative language 1 
ll of the Bible—Tt is true, that it is very poſſible to make miſ- b 
ſe takes, in attending to this language, i in which ſo great a | 
Jl part of divine revelation is written; but it is as true that, 1 
ay they who pay the leafl attention, are the moſt likely to make | 
at the greateſt miſtakes ; hence we are admoniſhed to ſearchthe | - 
at fcriptures—not merely to read them 18 is, undoubtedly, 9 


more difficult for us, in the eee ſtate of the world, to 


2 — — 
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underſtand 
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underſtand this ancient, oriental language, than it was for 
them to whom the revelation was firſt given. In thoſe early 
ages, the language of metaphor might be ſaid to be the 
mother tongue of the univerſe, but ſince the invention of 
. to communicate ideas 1 in words, more is ſaid, with, 
oftentimes, leſs meaning. 


We find 3 the Revelatlon of God, that, Placer, 
Perſms, and Things, are made uſe of; as Types, through 
which to convey the lefſons of divine wiſdom, and, as the 


Revelation God hath given us, was calculated for the uſe 


and information of the common people, we ſtand a better 
chance of deriving profitable information iheretrom, by ta- 
king theſe Figures in their plaingſt meaning; we know that 
the world in general are fond of myftery—the more unin- 
telligible religious matters ſeem, the more, in general, they 
have been admired—but this night of darkneſs, we truſt, 


is paſſing away —and che morning of illucidation | cometh, 

when whatſoever was hid ſhall be made manifeſt. , Myſtery 
is one of the characters found on the forebead of the wo- 
man who is deſcribed as making the nations drunk with 


the wine of fornication ; but we are aſſured chat her plagues 


ſhall come in one day, death, and mourning, and. Famine 3 
and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt with fire, for ſtrong i is the 
Lord God who judgeth her. Bleſſed be the Lord God 


chat his ſtrength is not diſplayed i in the deſtruction of the | 


nations deceived, and intoxicated by this intoxicating 


draught, 


N 
- 14 * "Ro 
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There 


of 
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There is . Jivigely —_- in the ee lan- 
guage of revelation. God made man in his own image 
hence we hear an Apoſtle ſaying that Adam was a fignre 
of him that was to come; were we attentive to this very 


| ftriking figure, we ſhould find an explanation of that ia 


ourſelves, which by numbers have been. conſidered, as one 
of thoſe myſterious, inexplicable articles of our faith, 

which we, as chriſtians are bound to believe; but which 

it was vain, if not criminal, to aim at underſtanding. In 
the image the maker of all things made of himſelf, he 
has ſhewn us very clearly how three characters conſtitute 
one God. In the figure we find the body, the ſpirit, and the: 
4 conſtituting one man; the body of the earth, earthy: 3 


the hi- it, which animates the body, as in all other animals, 
and the foal, to which the ſpirit of man adheres, when the 
duft returns to its duff again x but, though there is a vaſt 
difference in theſe three, they all make but one man—now, 
as a good artift in making a figure of any perſon will give 
a likeneſs that will not deceive ; ſo, the infinitely wiſe arte 
iſt, who made all things for himſelf, has not deceived us in 
this figure ; but, led by this figure, we ſee in the original 
whoſe image this is, the divine nature in the human the 
Father, and Spirit, as the fulneſs of the Ling nature, 
dwelling in the humanity - conſtituting the complete charac- 
ter of the only wiſe God our Saviour, as the ſout, ſpirit and 
body, conſtitutes the complete character of any one man. — 
This is, indeed, a Trinity in unity, which we can as cafily 
underſtand, as we can how we ourſelves exiſt in our com- 


1 fen 


7 
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plex chara&er.—Another Figure we have in the Tree—our 
Saviour God is preſented to us under this plain familiar P. 
Figure—The root is inviſible, the ſtock is one, and viſible, m 
the branches are many and derive their life from the root 8 
rough the ſtock. Can any thing be more ſtriking. The di- a 
vine nature like the root of the Tree, inviſible—the human Wo. 
nature of Immanuel one, and viſble, the many who conſti- 9 8 
tute the fulneſs of his character, as the ſecond Adam, the 
branches. I am the vine, ye are the branches— and, as the 25 
life of the flock is in its connection with the root, ſo the /ife 8 
of che branches depend on their connection with the cl. bi 
and as the fruit of the branches is produced by the /ife de- H 
rived from the rot through the fock, /o all our ce * ſt 
* found in bim, i in whom our hfe is hid, fr 
kr 
The fallen ſinner being viſited by the offended Creator in fa 
ebe cool of the day, has been, perhaps, juſtly conſidered by. ba 
many, as a very ſtriking Figure of divine compaſſion—and bi 
in common life this figure is generally underſtood - hen n 
we intreat an offended individual, to defer the deciſion of 
the matter which gave the offence, till he is cool. — Even the w 
cloathing of the naked, guilty pair, ſeemed Figurative of ye 
the grace of redemption—the innocent unoffending victim th 
was ſlain, and the ſkin of this victim made their covering. 4 
The bruiſing the Head of the moſt ſubtle adverſary—and 3 
this adverſary bruiſing the Heel of him who bruiſed the ſer- * 
pents head ſeems extremely ſignificant. The Head of ev. th 
ery man fills the Throne, the every man, while bruiſed, 1. 
| dwells ! in the character of the bel, on the footflool, the 1 
8 é Proper in 
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proper place for the heel. When the Almighty would 
manifect himſelf as the Creator, he takes the Petter as his Fi- 
gure, he is the Potter the people are che clay but th ough 
a Potter makes veſſels of different forms, and for different 
purpoſes, yet, who ever knew a Potter make veilels on ; 
purpoſe to deſtroy them? 
But when the Creator would ſhew his affection for the 
creature, he aſſumes the character of an huſband; and his 
Spirit ſpeaking to the creature faith, Thy Mater 7s thy 5 
band, the Lord of hefts is his name, the God of the whole earth 
ſhall he be called. But to make this Figure of the Huſband 
ſtill more expreſive, Thus ſaith the Lord, Surely as a wife 
treacherouſly departeth from ber huſband, ſo have ye dealt 
treacherouſiy with me, O Fuſe of Iſrael + Yet we hear the 
faithful covenant keeping God, ſaying, Return unto me, O 
backſliding children, for I am married unto you, ſo that, if zhey 
break their marriage covenant, he will not. Though we beliege 
not, he is faithful ; though we deny him, he will not deny himſelf, 
Though there are, amongſt men, Lawgivers, and Judges 
who are not good—who neither fear God, nor regard man, 
yet their character implies the reverſe of this. But when 
the ever bleſſed God aſſumes the characters of Judge, and 
Lawgiver, he adds that of Saviour, He is our Lazogiver, 
he is our Judge, he will fave us. When God ſzved Noah, 
and his Family from periſhing in the waters—and when 
theſe waters receding from the mountains, left their green 
heads viſible; the Raven was ſent forth, but returacd not 
again. The Dove was ſent out, but returned again, bear- 
ing in its beak an olive branch. Theſe figures ſeem ex- 


tremely ſtriking. The Raven was ordained of God, an 


v 


yo _  Univerſaliſm naked. 


emblem of aeg; ; This leaves the ark, and returns 
no more. The Dove was the figure of the /pirit, and the 


olive of peace ; the Dove returas with the olive branch, 


Thus we ſce from this ſaved family with whom God eſtab- 
liſhed his covenant, embracing all fleſh, uncleanneſs de- 
"parted no more to return; but the ſpirit with peace, re— 
turned to abide with them. The Bow, alſo, was a moſt 
ſtriking fgure : Had the Bow been reverſed, it might, in 
figure have portended ill to the inhabitants of the earth; 
for ſhould arrows be ſhot therefrom, they would point to 
us, but in the poſition in which it was ſcen, ſhould arrows 
be ſhot therefrom, they muſt pierce the heaven. Accord- 
ivgly we hear the ſpirit of the Lord ſaying, by the Prophet 
Iſaiah, My ford ſhall be bathed in beaven—which heaven 
itſelf is made uſe of as a figure of the only wiſe God our Sa- 
viour, in the Parable of the Prodigal Son. { bave ſinned 
| againſt heaven, ſaid the Prodigal. 

When Moſes fled from Egypt, and, keeping his Father- 
in-law's flock at the back of the deſert, came near the 
Mount of God—he looked and behold a buſh burned with 
fire, and was not conſumed. The day of the Lord hall be re- 
vealed by fire —The Baptiſm of the Holy. Ghoſt is a Baptiſin 
of fire, but the fire may be in the Buſh, and the Buſh burn 
with fire, and not be conſumed. —God ſhall fit on the peo- 
ple as a refiner's fire - the refiners fire is not to 45 1 the 
| metal, but to purify it. 

In fact the belt things in the viſible heavens, and the 
earth, are made uſe of by the faithful Creator, to repreſent 
himſelf in his various characters of CREATOR, REDEEMER, - 


and PRESERVER——Ip tis character of a Redeemer we find 


Immanuel 


_ Untverſaliſm Uſndicated, ox 


Immanucl under the en of Adam The firſt Adam be- 


ing a Figure of the ſecond, and the Redeemer candeſcending 


to exhibit himſelf ia the ſame character, leads us to expect 


as much is hin, 2s to life and death, as was in the firſt 


Adam. Did all the human race die in the firſt Adam? 
Even ſo they did in Chriſt the ſerond Adam. Did all che 


human race live in the firſt Adam? And had he continued | 


to live, would they have lived with, and in him? Even ſo 


in Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, ſhall all be made alive. Does 


all of human nature bear the image af the earthy fallen 
Adam? Even ſo ſhall they all bear the image of the heavenly 
Adam, For this corruptible muſt put . all 
a be changed. 5 

The Redeemer is emphatically tiled the Yead of every 


man, This is a very ſtriking figure indeed: though the 
Head is one member, yet hath it greatly the pre-emigence 3 


in the Head is contained the ligt of the whole body; every 
member in itſelf is darkneſ;—but light in the bead, In 
the Head is contained the hearing of, and for the whole 
body; every member of the body in itſelf is deuf. In the 


: Head is the ſpecch of the whole body ; every member of 
dhe body is dumb in itſelf, In the Head is the ae 


of ſmelling, and taſting for the whole body; no member 
of the body has theſe faculties in themſelves. In the 
head is placed che common ſenſorium, which feels for the 
whole body ; ; and though the ſenſe of feeling is common to 


each of the members of the body, yet the Head feels 


firflt—and feelingly thinks for every member — What- 
ever, therefore, the Head is to the body in a natural 


, kaſe—we are directed by this (peaking Figure, to believe 
che Redeemer is in a ſpiritual ſenſe to the fulneſs of hig 


* NB 


| i the _= oft the RP The Light of of the 3 
is the eyc. 75. wiſe man's eyes are in his head. We are Light 


in the Lord. Jeſus ſpeaks for us, Father forgive them —he is 


the mediator between Cad, and man—he maketh intereęſſion.— 
he ſpeaks for his body. He, by the grace of God, !afted 


"BE death. for every man—he tafted for his body. Is there 
| : ſomething excellent in fraternal affection ?—Jeſus is the 


firſt born of many brethren, the Brother born tor adverſity, 


and deſtined. to redeem the loft inheritance. For as much 
_ #5 the children were partakers of fleſh and blood, he alſo 


himſelf, likewiſe took part of the ſamea.. Z aſcend, ſaith 


dur elder Brother, undo wy Father, and unto your Father Have 
* not all one Father ? ? Is there ſomething charming i in the 
character of Friend? ? Jeſus is the finners friend, and the 


friend that ſtieketh cloſer than a Brother; the friend of 


the otherways friendleſs z the friend | in need, in him, is units | 


ed the characters of, \over, and friend; 'and fo fervent his 
ue, that many waters could not quench it, nor all floods 
drown it ; His love for a loſt world, was ſtronger than death. 


1 fn conſidered under the figure of a diſcaſe, and are 
all infected. The only wiſe God our Saviour, is the Phya | 
: ſcion of great value; he hials backſliding. Do Phyficians 


uſe medicines ? With bis ſtripes we are healed, Do the na 


tions till remain diſordered ? The leaves of the Tree of Life, 


Ball. be for the healing of the nations{ Are the fallen race 
preſented under the Figure of ſheop going aſtray? He that 


made them, makes, himſelf known under the figure of a 


Shepherd, and of the good ſhepherd, who laid down his life 
for his ſheep, when he, by the grace of God, tafted death for 


. every man. Some part of the ranſumed race being enabled 
to bear hi voice, anc . therewith, follow him, ow 


Uniſverſaliſm Aindtraten. 


will not follow the voice of a ſtranger theſe form a fold, : 
| and go in and out, and find good paſture ; the reſt of man- 
kind net knowing him, wander ſtin in the wide waſts wil-. 
derneſs, where there is no way of peace ; but theſe alfo, 
ſaith the ſhepherd of Iſrael, I muſt bring in, that there 
may be one fold; for blindnefs in part is happened unto 14. 
rael, until the fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in, and, ſo all 
Iſrael ſhall be ſaved for God hath concluded them all in 
unbelief that he might have mercy upon all. Are the ſin. 
ners of mankind repreſented under the fgure of wood trees ? 
The Ged of aur J. fe is held forth to us under the figure of 2 
fruit bearing tree; as the apple tret among the trees of the 
wood, fo is the beloved among the ſons. Are the beſt of men, © l 
in themſelves conſidered as a Brier, and the moſt uprights : 
ſharper than a thorn beuge? The Lord our righteouſneſs is 
5 preſented to us under the figures of the green Fir Tree, | 
and the true Vine, The balſam of the former, is known 
to be cleanſing and healing, and the fruit of che latter, 
| extremely chearing: It is the fruit of this vine, that ma- 
by keth glad the heart of God and man. Are the children 
of men ſaid to be led captive by an adverſary ? The Saviour 
of all men, as the friend of the captives, and ſtronger than 
che foe, is repreſented as the leader of captivity captive, 
Are the : people Blind? This divine Leader, will lead the blind 
. by a way they know not. Is the grand adverſary repreſent- 
ed under the figure of a Prong man armed, holding his 
goods in ſafety d The grand fri:nd of ſinners is manifeſted 
under the fzure of a ſtronger man, binding this potent for, 
and ſpoiling his goods. Is the Fae of our nature ſaid to be 
L rowing Tow Teeking to devour i The friend of our na- 
; | ture 
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ture is 1er che 8 of the Lion of the Fribe of 
Judah, and coming from heaven to earth to ſeek, and to 


4 « fave that which was loſt, Is our adverſary repreſented as 


the Prince of the power of the air? Our friend is called 
the Prince of peace. We are told that the ſeventh Angel 
Pgared his vial into the air, where the Prince of darkneſs 
held his power---immediately there came a great voice out 
of the Temple of heaven, ſaying, it is done | : 
Is the grand. Adver ſary called the Deceiver of the na- 
tions? The PRE of fallen men, aſſumes the character 
"of a Teacher. For it is written, they ball be all taught of 


| 4 God > for he will take away the face F the covering from all 
. people, and the weil from all nations, and the earth ſhall be 
= Ned with, be knowledge of the Lord. But, time would fail 


to point out the wonderful council of. our God, revealed 
in the figurative language of revelation. On ſome future | 
occaſion, we may, pr obably,.pay more attention to this im- 
portant ſubjeCt.--- Did we need, for the confirmation of our 
faith, any additional aid from the traditions of men, we 
could produce A cloud of witneſſes from the moſt reputa- 
ble names of ancient and modern date, who, in a great 
part of cheir writings, preaching, and praying, confirm the 
truth delivered to the Patriarchs. —1 it ſhould be ſaid, 
theſe great names deny it alſo, ye can only ſays there i⸗ 
| no Rability in their times---There is yea and nay. wich them, 
| but there is no yea and nay with God. Their yea then we 
may depend on. The Calviniſts affirm that all who the 
Saviour gave himſelf a ranſom for, muſt be eternally ſav- 
ed; for, they very juſtly add, the purchaſe of a Saviour's 
blood 1 be loſt. The Armenians affit m, that Jeſus 


felf a ranſom for all, that he died for the ſins of | 


— 
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the whole world. Bleſſed be God, they are both right; 
and they both pray for the ſalvation of all men. If they dif- 
fer from us then, it is only in this The Believer of God's 
Truth prays in faith, nothing doubting, The Unbeliever 
prays— but not in faith, and is either aſſured his Pran will 


never be anſwered, or 1s always doubting. 


Oa the whole we are inſtructed to 1 there is a 


Supreme Being, who is infinite in wiſdom, power, and love; 


that he has done, that he does, and will continue to do, 
throughout the wide circle of his creation, as ſeemeth in his 
ſexht gaod ; and we may reſt aſſured that, what in Bi f 
ſreemeth good, is really fo, He that believeth this, entereth 
into reſt, Why ſhould we be afraid, and forget the Lord 
eur Maker, who hath aſſured us, that the wrath of man 


Hall praiſe bim, and the remainder he will refrain. Surely 


the God who made the world, knows how to govern it. Let 
us then attend to the cheering voice of the ſpirit, which directs 
vs to caſſ, all eur carte om Ged, aſſuring us that he careth for us. 

The preſent, is indeed, a moft alarming, and eventful 
period of time; it ſeems as if we now heard the wonder 
working power, ſaying, Remove the diadem and take off the 
erown. Exalt him that is low ; and abaſe him that is high. 
I will overturn, overturn, overturn, until he come wheſe right 
it is, and I will give it bim. If the King's heart is in the 
hand of God, fo that he turns it as rivers of water, sophether be © 
will ; ſurely the hearts of the reſt of mankind are cqually 
under his controul. If the God of Providence pays ſo 
much attention to ſparrows, chat one of them cannot fall 
on the ground without your heavenly Father, ſurcly he 

g will 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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will be much n more attentive to his own immediate "KI 
the very hairs of whoſe head are numbered. 
Let us then, who profeſs to live by faith on the Son of 
God; who are aſſured he has all power in heaven, and on 
earth; hold faſt the profeffion of our faith, without waver- 
ing z evermore perſuaded of his faithfulneſs, who has pro- 
miſed that in the EEB, which is Chriſt, all the families of 
the earth ſhall be bleſſed. But let us not, as believers, be 
ia patient ; be that Believeth muſt not make haſte. Let us 
quictly wait, and patiently hope for the ſalvation of God; 


and, while ſwarms of human inſects are buzzing round us; 


FY and, like the fly on the chariot wheel, calling on us to ſee 


what a duſt they make, let us be chankful that, we are fa- 
voured with ſome ſmall degree of acquaintance with the 
greatly gracious Being, who rules and governs all his 
creatures, and all their actions; and who is able, and willing 
to bring good out of evil, Let us patiently endure for a 
little ſeaſon the ſtorms of this tempeſtuous ſtate; reflecting, 
for our never failing conſolation, that we are blefled with a 
Pilot, who will never give up the helm; who ſaid, when thou 
paſſeſts through the waters I will be with thee ; and will 
ſoon bring his ranſomed, with triumph, into the port of 
eternal reſt and bleſſedneſs; where the wicked, from with- 
in, as well as from without, will forever ceaſe from troub- 
ling, and our ranſomed, wearied ſouls, find undiſturbed 
repoſe ; ever finging as we advance, | | 


* This God is the God we adore, 

Qur faithful unchangable friend; ; FR 

Whoſe love is as great as his power, Nn "I 

And ncither knows meaſure or end. 540757 \ 
e It is Jeſus, the firſt and the laſt, (25 "1 

« His ſpirit ſhall guide us ſzfe one 7 sr 

"* We'll praiſe him for all that is 22 55 
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| Page 25—Third line from the bottom, for world, reed world's; 


51— Fifth line from the bottom for Hab. read Habak.kuk, 2 
54—Thirteenth line from he bottom, for Ezek. read Ezekiel 
59—Laſt line, for Jer. read Jeremiah. 

64—Laſt line, for fragment of ſyſtem, read fragment ofa 


68 — Fourteenth line from the bottom, at men, there ſhould b& . 


a comma, and we, begin with a ſmall ster. 
72—4th line from the top, read is in the given ſon, 
——1..th line from the top, It is not then the believer of 

this goſpel of the ever bleſſed God only, we are bound 

to love, but the unbeliever alſo, =. 


4:3 


| 83 —Twelfth line from the top, for Son, read ſun. 
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